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JOINT NEWS RELEASE

Tuesday, October 7, 2003

Madigan and VA to embark on partnership agreement

Tacoma, Wash.  --  The Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of the Army continue to find new ways to partner to better serve the men and women who have so proudly served their country.  

VA Puget Sound Health Care System, American Lake Division, and Madigan Army Medical Center at Fort Lewis have embarked on a plan that will give South Sound veterans greater access to inpatient health care resources than ever before.  Under a new partnership agreement, to be signed on Fri., Oct. 10, 2003 at 9:00 a.m., at American Lake, VA Puget Sound Health Care System and Madigan Army Medical Center will expand their existing sharing agreement to treat hospitalized veterans at Madigan in a unit staffed jointly by VA and Madigan.

“This is a wonderful opportunity.  Beginning early next year, American Lake Veterans who need hospital admission will receive their inpatient medical care at Madigan Army Medical Center.  Veterans will continue to receive their outpatient care, primary care, mental health and long term care at American Lake,” states Timothy B. Williams, Director of VA Puget Sound Health Care System.   He adds, “American Lake staff will determine when a patient needs admission to Madigan.  No VA staff will lose jobs as a result of the transition; some will continue to care for veterans at Madigan while others will be reassigned within VA Puget Sound.”  This move means patients will have greater access to a wide complement of specialty services in the same hospital admission, thus reducing the need to travel to the VA’s Seattle Division.

This move will help VA Puget Sound meet the growing need for outpatient and primary care in the South Sound region.  There will be no change to other programs at the American Lake Division, including primary care, outpatient specialty care, nursing home care, blind rehabilitation, domiciliary programs, medical research, inpatient and outpatient mental health programs (including post traumatic stress and substance abuse) and the women’s programs.  

Leadership at VA Puget Sound Health Care System and Madigan Army Medical Center have been working for more than a year to forge a creative and innovative way to expand care to veterans, while maintaining commitments to active duty personnel, and those recently discharged.  This expansion of the sharing agreement builds on the already successful history of partnering between the two organizations to proactively care for the region’s military men and women who have served their country.

These concepts are strongly endorsed by Brigadier General Michael A. Dunn, MD, Commanding General, Madigan Army Medical Center and the Western Regional Medical Command, and Leslie M. Burger, MD, FACP, Major General United States Army (Retired) and Director of the Department of Veterans Affairs Northwest Network, who share a common mission and organizational vision for both organizations.   General Dunn says, “this is a win-win situation where the VA will supply staff and reimburse us for costs, the patients will have access to more immediate specialty care, and our graduate education and readiness will be enhanced by a higher flow of complex cases.”

The Official Signing Ceremony will be held on Fri., Oct. 10, 2003 at American Lake in the Auditorium (Building 9) at 9:00 a.m. Media are welcome to attend by contacting Sharon Ayala at (253) 968-1902.  
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