January 5, 2001


Office of Research and Development

VA Cooperative Studies Program (CSP)


Research Priority Announcement


Acute and Chronic Renal Failure
The VA Cooperative Studies Program has identified the following content areas for the conduct of multi-site, randomized clinical trials on the efficacy or effectiveness of treatment approaches in acute and chronic renal failure.  Areas of high priority include studies to:  

· optimize renal replacement therapies;

· evaluate innovative strategies for the prevention and treatment of acute renal failure;

· evaluate novel interventions to prevent or delay the progression of chronic renal failure;

· evaluate treatments to prevent cardiovascular morbidity in renal failure;

· assess the clinical importance of ischemic renal disease and the effect of treatment on outcomes; and

· evaluate the effectiveness of models of health care delivery on health outcomes. 

Application Process.

1.  Interested investigators should follow instructions outlined in the Instructions for Submission of a CSP Planning Request located at www.va.gov/resdev/ps/pscsp/cspplan.htm or contact Joe Gough, MA, Cooperative Studies Program Manager at (202) 273-8248 to request a copy.  CSP Planning Requests may be submitted at any time.  Please indicate on the Planning Request “Submitted for CSP Renal Disease Program Announcement”. 

2. Submit five copies of the CSP Planning Request and curriculum vitae to: VA Headquarters, 

Cooperative Studies Program (125B), 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.  Ad hoc clinical research experts in the field will review all CSP Planning Requests

3.   Investigators with an approved CSP Planning Request will be assigned by VA CSP Headquarters to one of the four VA Cooperative Studies Coordinating Centers for technical assistance and guidance in development of a full study protocol.
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