Directors’ Conference Call

February 28, 2003

Smallpox Update

Last week a request was sent out asking for information about your smallpox pre-event plan implementation status and also seeking the names of the individuals at participating facilities who will need to obtain digital certificates in order to track smallpox vaccines.  So far 92 stations have responded and we thank you very much.

It appears that only 16 of those facilities will have begun vaccinating employees through their local health departments by the end of February.  However, we know that VA employees are also being vaccinated in their roles as Reservists and members of the National Guard.  10N sent guidance that vaccinated reservists and National Guard should identify themselves to hospitals and ensure that sites are managed in accordance with CDC recommendations for health care workers (daily checks, semi-occlusive dressing, etc)  It is important that we keep track of all VA employees who have been vaccinated against smallpox and the CDC tracking system is not yet available to VA to accomplish this.  Therefore, all facilities should plan to develop a log of VA employees who have been vaccinated and the success of the takes.  It is recommended that this be maintained in the Employee Health Unit.  The minimum data to be recorded should be:

· Name of employee and SSN

· Date of vaccination

· Date and result of final reading of “take”

· Who the vaccination was administered by (National Guard, Reserves, DOD or health department

· The lot number of vaccine, if available

According to CDC and DOD it appears that 99% of all secondary vaccinations and approximately 96% of primary vaccinations are being read as successful.  Adverse effects have been fewer than expected among health care workers, most of whom have been vaccinated before.  Less than 5% of military vaccinees have lost one day of work or more.  This week’s MMWR carries an article on the experience.

As of the end of February, at least 2 people from each VAMC designated as a Smallpox Health Care Response Team site have received training.  These individuals are going to be providing training to staff in their own facilities.  A good understanding of the disease smallpox and smallpox vaccinations in VA’s health care community is essential to the successful implementation of the pre-event vaccination campaign.  
