BIOGRAPHICAL RESUME

Gerald O. McDonald, MD
Dr. Gerald McDonald began his VA Career in 1975 as an attending surgeon at VAMC North Chicago.  During that time, he also served as an Adjunct Professor of Surgery at Rush College of Medicine in Illinois.  Dr. McDonald earned his MD degree at Northwestern University and his MS (Surgery) degree at the University of Illinois.  He accomplished this while also serving in the United States Army.

In 1984 Dr. McDonald was selected for the position of Deputy Director, Surgical Service.  His knowledge of the VA system has generated a vast array of superb programs to support both clinical and academic initiatives of the VA.  Dr. McDonald is well respected for his ability to logically address important issues.  His expertise on various committees and other activities is often sought by both VA and non-VA officials.

Dr. McDonald serves as an active member of such prestigious groups as the Halsted Society, various Cancer, Medical and Surgical Societies, the American Medical Association, as well as many other professional organizations.  He is also a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, The College of Nutrition and the College of Gastroenterology.  

Dr. McDonald’s staunch commitment to quality patient care and his efforts to promote quality assurance initiatives are well known throughout the VA system.  This is evident as Surgical Service moves in the direction of becoming preeminent in developing Risk Assessment Data for Cardiac and Surgical Procedures.  His understanding of data management systems is also leading the way to developing reliable data systems that capture surgical workload, thus enabling program leaders to better plan future initiatives to assure quality patient care to veterans.  His efforts in these arenas are setting standards for the VA and the Nation.

He is an esteemed member of the Acute Care, SHG staff and a dedicated professional member of VHA, Surgical Service.  Dr. McDonald is a strong advocate for surgery and is well respected for his ability to see the broader issues in the revolution of health care today.

