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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS

            Health Administration Service Line, representing 75 years of federal service.
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Left to Right:  Judith Clay, Health Administration Service Line 

Manager; Cheryl Frantz, Administrative Officer (35 Years); and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director
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Left to Right:  Judith Clay, Health Administration Service Line Manager; Sue Donavan, Release of Information Clerk (25 years); and Stan Johnson, Medical Center 

Director
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Left to Right:  Judith Clay, Health Administration Service Line Manager; Ron  Robinson, File Clerk/Operator (15 years); and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director
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VA Volunteer of the Month

Pat Soulier is the April VA Volunteer of the Month!  Ms. Soulier lives in Tomah and has been a volunteer since the fall of 2003.  She saw the need for volunteers at the VA, so signed up shortly following her retirement from the VA in May 2003 – she worked as a nursing assistant at the VA for over 29 years.

Ms. Soulier served in the US Army as a medic from June 1967 until June 1970.  While stationed at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, DC, she met her husband.

She is a member of the American Legion in Tomah and also volunteered for the American Red Cross as a bloodmobile chairperson.  

Ms. Soulier has two volunteer assignments at the VA.  She works three mornings a week at the information desk on the first floor of Building 402, where she helps direct outpatients to the relocated clinics on 402.  She also helps feed veterans on Building 403 at lunchtime.  

“People do appreciate me being there,” Ms. Soulier says of her information desk assignment.  “I just like helping out the vets.  I have some free time.  We need more people to do volunteer work.  It’s not hard work.  You are appreciated, too!”

She has two daughters, Sandy and Cathie, who live in Tomah.  There are five grandchildren with whom she enjoys spending time and planning activities.  Ms. Soulier also likes to take long walks (she walks to the VA most days) and she enjoys crafts, as well.  Her other interests include traveling, fishing and going to casinos.

Congratulations, Pat, for a well-deserved honor!!
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

How many ways can you say, “Progress?”  Webster’s Thesaursus provides several words to use in place of “progress:” advancement, headway, march, ongoing, proficiency, movement onward, development, evolution, evolvement, and growth.  Pick a word – they all describe the “progress” on Building 400’s third and fourth floors.
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This photograph looks down the hallway from the center of the building towards the west on the 3rd floor.  Work continues on the ductwork, electrical, and drywall.
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The painters have been busy on the third floor – many walls have been painted, as well as the doorframes.  
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Paint is not the only thing going on the walls – “case work” is being added (that’s construction lingo for cabinets).  The countertops will be added soon.

Ceiling grids have also been added on the third floor, and “diffusers” and “grills” are being tied into the ductwork system (diffusers put air into the rooms, “old” air is pulled from the rooms through the grills).  Lights will be added soon!
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Probably the most visible and exciting change from week to week is the “progress” on the terrazzo flooring.  This starburst design is by the elevator on the 3rd floor.  The colors will become even more vibrant when the final polishing and glazing are completed.


Terrazzo work is just getting started on the                 

fourth floor.  In this picture, the terrazzo craftsmen are working with the borders of 

this design.   They scoop the material up the walls 

by hand to make the "coves" (those are the curved baseboards).
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BOY SCOUT TROOP VISIT

A Boy Scout troop from Eau Claire provided an activity for patients on Friday, April 23.  Nineteen Scouts and four leaders held a BINGO game and served ice cream to over forty veterans.  Mark Frazier and Tim Gunderson, Socialization and Support Center staff, (left and right ends respectively) assisted the group and are photographed with the leaders.
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

400 staff - "We are very pleased with the care that was given to our dad.  We thank you for the private room and for letting us stay with dad.  Everyone was very kind and helpful.  God bless you all."

406B staff – "The most wonderful care I have ever had." 
406B staff – "I had excellent care while I was in 406 for six months.  Everyone was knowledgeable, efficient, very kind, and fun to be around." 

“Dr. Gary Loethen was very thorough and helpful.  He restored my faith in the VA Health System.  All staff personnel were great!”

‘Tim O’Brien solved our problems with the medication carts by ordering larger wheels.  These wheels allow our nurses to push heavy carts much easier than before, and it allows the nurses to get to the patients bedside with more flexibility than before.  The staff really appreciated this.  Many thanks!”

From a 402B inpatient – “Kelly (Kelly Schumann) does such a good job cleaning!”
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 LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK

"Failure is the opportunity to begin again, more intelligently."

Henry Ford
[image: image9.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"Now the trumpet summons us again – not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need – not as a call to battle, though embattled we are – but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle, year in and year out, “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation” – a struggle against the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself."

President JOHN F. KENNEDY, inaugural address, January 20, 1961. – The Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: John F. Kennedy, 1961, p. 2.  The words in quotation marks are from the Bible, Romans 12:12.

This is one of seven inscriptions carved on the walls at the gravesite of John F. Kennedy, Arlington National Cemetery.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2004 

Oncology Nursing Month— www.ons.org (April 29 – May 29)

American Stroke Month— www.StrokeAssociation.org
Arthritis Walk— www.arthritis.org
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month— www.apaha.org
Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month— www.aafa.org or www.breatherville.org
Better Hearing and Speech Month— www.asha.org
Critical Care Awareness and Recognition Month— www.aacn.org
Healthy Vision Month— Physician Information: www.aao.org Public Information: www.medem.com/eyemd or www.healthyvision2010.org/
Hepatitis Awareness Month— www.hepatitisfoundation.org
Huntington's Disease Awareness Month— www.hdsa.org
Melanoma/Skin Cancer & Detection Month— www.skincancer.org or www.aad.org
Mental Health Month— www.nmha.org
National Arthritis Month— www.arthritis.org
National Digestive Diseases Awareness Month— www.ddnc.org
National High Blood Pressure Education Month— www.nhlbi.nih.gov
National Older Americans Month—www.aoa.gov
National Osteoporosis Awareness & Prevention Month— www.nof.org
	1
	May Day

	1
	National Law Day—- www.lawday.org

	2-8
	National Mental Health Counseling Week—- www.amhca.org 

	2-8
	National Suicide Prevention Week— www.suicidology.org

	5
	National Anxiety Disorders Screening Day— freedomfromfear.org 

	5
	Cinco de Mayo

	5
	Asthma Awareness Day on Capital Hill— www.aanma.org

	6
	National Day of Prayer

	6
	Nurses Day

	6-12
	National Nurses Week— www.nursingworld.org

	7
	Official End of Vietnam War (1975)

	8
	V-E Day (1945)

	8
	Student Nurses Day

	9
	Race for the Cure Day

	9
	Mother's Day 

	9-15
	National Police Week— www.nleomf.com 

	9-15
	National Hospital & Healthcare Week— www.aha.org or www.healthshare-tha.com/events

	9-15
	National Nursing Home Week— www.ahca.org

	12
	National Nightshift Workers Day

	12
	Florence Nightingale’s Birthday (1820-1910)

	15
	Peace Officer Memorial Day

	15
	Armed Forces Day 

	16-22
	National Running and Fitness Week— www.americanrunning.org

	16-22
	National Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Week— www.acep.org/emsweek

	18-24
	National Medical Transcriptionist Week— www.aamt.org

	19
	National Employee Health & Fitness Day— www.physicalfitness.org

	26
	National Senior Health and Fitness Day— www.fitnessday.com

	31
	Memorial Day (observed)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  
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