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TOMAH VA TEAM EXPANDS!

We would like to welcome the following new employees to our facility!
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	Jacquilin Deierl, RN 

	Tiffany Ann Morrell, RN 

	Anna Stieg, Student Nursing Aid 

	Jacquelyn A. Martin, Student Nursing Aid

	Sarah B. Rickert, Student Nursing Aid

	Allyssa M. Hansen, Medical Records Technician 

	Michael J. Brandt, Psychologist

	Alesha M. Campbell, CNA 

	Melinda S. Challoner, Audiologist (Temporary)

	Brandon S. Hayes, Pharmacist

	Larry J. Hanson, Housekeeping Aid

	Cynthia A. Dequevedo (Lien), Police Officer 

	Wendy Pettit, RN
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Front Row: Left to right:  Alesha Campbell, CNA; Anna Stieg, Student Nursing Aid; and Jacquelyn Martin, Student Nursing Aid.

Back Row: Left to right:  Sarah B. Rickert, Student Nursing Aid; Allyssa Hansen, Medical Records Technician; Jacquilin Deierl, RN; (behind Ms. Deierl) Melinda Challoner, Audiologist; (next to Ms. Deierl) Wendy Pettit, RN; Michael Brandt, Psychologist; Brandon S. Hayes, Pharmacist; and Brenda Noth, NA; and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director.
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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS

Extended Care Service Line, representing 35 years of service.
15 Years – Grace Faulkner

20 Years – Susan Tiedtke
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Left to right:  Jolene Renda, Extended Care Service Line Manager; Susan Park, RN, M Ed, Nurse Executive; Susan Tiedtke, NA; Grace Faulkner, RN;  Mary Veith, RN, Nurse Manager; and Bonnie Ziemet, RN, Nurse Manager 
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION AWARDS

Congratulations to the laboratory employees for receiving a Special Contribution Group Award for the significant effort put forth in preparation for the VISN 12 Pathology & Laboratory Medicine Service, May 2004, on-site College of American Pathologist (CAP) inspection.  The CAP inspection team identified their compliance with regulations as “best practices” among VISN 12.  The recognition as a “lab of excellence” by the 2004 CAP inspection team could not have been achieved without the extraordinary efforts and teamwork demonstrated by the entire staff.
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Left to right: Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director; Vicki Church, secretary;           Carla Prescott, Medical Technologist; Sue Bauerle, Medical Technician; Alta Leuthold, Medical Technologist; Angela Haldeman, Medical Technologist; Sherry Schack, Laboratory Supervisor; Rebecca Erickson, Medical Technologist; Debbie Buswell, Medical Technologist; Peggy Meyer; Medical Technician; Jean Villhauer, Acting Support Service Line Manager; Dr. David Houlihan, Acting Chief of Staff; and Lisa Doherty, AA/Chief of Staff
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Left to right:  Sherry Schack, Laboratory Supervisor; Margaret Krueger, Medical Technician; Jean Villhauer, Acting Support Service Line Manager; Colleen Fanning, Medical Technologist; and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director
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Construction Update

With the exception of Led Zeppelin playing on the third floor and some country music coming from a radio on the fourth floor, Building 400 is pretty quiet these days.  Gone is the banging, jack-hammering and thumping that rocked the workdays of staff over the winter.  

A walk-through of the third floor on Thursday revealed only a couple of workers present.  Their main job now is to take care of items that appeared on the “punch list” – the “to-do” list that resulted from the final inspection report.  According to Mark Butcher, Resident Engineer, there were about 300 items on the punch list – not too bad when one considers that every nick of paint or curl of wallpaper to be fixed counts as one item.  While there were some mechanical, architectural, and electrical items on the list, most were nicks, gouges, and trim work that need to be fixed.

TCI, the general contractor for the third floor project, will start to move out next week.  Housekeeping staff will soon move in to clean before we begin moving equipment and furnishings in shortly after Labor Day.

The contractor on the fourth floor is still finishing up flooring, ceramic tile, trim, casework, grouting, etc.  The final inspection will be done September 1, then a “punch list” for the fourth floor will be prepared.
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This is the main reception area on the third floor, right off the elevator.  Impressive, isn’t it??
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This is part of the EKG department – veterans will perform their stress tests on the treadmill in this room.  What a view!
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The hallway is looking complete and uninhabited by the work crews who crowded the halls just a few weeks ago.
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Workers are still at it on the fourth floor.  This man is laying seamless flooring in a patient bedroom.
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The flooring is complete in this bedroom.  Note the control panels for each patient.  The head of the beds will be up against the “control” wall. 
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There is one observation room on the new Building 400AB.  This is a view of the room from the nurse’s observation station.

Employees are reminded the area is still a construction site and only authorized employees are allowed to in the area.   Technically, the site still belongs to the contractor, and VA employees should not access the construction areas.  If you need authorization please contact Kurt Marshaus, Ext. 61684, or Mark Butcher, Ext. 66043.   
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Employee Survey Rollout Update

We officially shared the facility 2004 Employee Survey results at a Town Hall Meeting on July 28, 2004.  Since then Toby Lane and Sandy Gregar have been attending regularly scheduled staff meetings to share with employees, workgroup specific results of the employee survey.  Some of the meetings attended to date include Pharmacy, Information Technology, Facilities, Respiratory, Dental, 404 Mental Health, and Food Service.  We are scheduled to attend meetings through September 15th.  In addition, on August 18th we had our first of two meetings with supervisors and a focus group with facility leadership development program graduates.

Each employee is given a copy of the service line and workgroup results at the meeting and a feedback form that we would like completed and returned to Toby at mailing symbol 001A or Sandy at 00A by September 20, 2004.  If you need a copy of the feedback form, please ask your supervisor.  The plan is to review the feedback and develop initiatives as part of the facility strategic plan for FY05.  Please take the time to share your ideas!
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE VA
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The youth group from the North Presbyterian Church in La Crosse visited the Tomah VA on Monday.  One of the church’s members is a patient on 403A, so the group started by visiting that veteran, then toured the facility.  The group posed for a picture by the mini-fish pond by the Greenhouse.
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It was THEME DAY in the kitchen on Wednesday and the theme was LUAU!  Staff dressed in colorful outfits, including grass skirts!  

Pictured, front row, starting from the left:  Audrey Pollack, Mina Pleuss, Wendy Kobernick, Margaret Neidermann,  and Sue Brueggeman (holding and seated by her grandchildren).  Second Row: Nancy Phillips, Barb Isham, Patty Graham, Donna Sweeney, Darla Mavis, Sue O’Rourke and Jenny Kasten-Bell (with daughter).  Back Row: Bev Becker, Paulette Roberts and Sara Sue Eckleberg

BRINGING HOME THE GOLD!


There was an Olympic atmosphere on Wednesday when veterans received their NATIONAL medals, ribbons, and certificates from the National Veterans Creative Arts Program.  All of Tomah’s veterans who progressed to the national competition were recognized.  

The four veterans pictured are gold medalists and have been invited to attend this year’s National Veterans Creative Arts Festival in Salt Lake City in October.  Pictured are, sitting in front, Bob “Captain Bob” Minshall (Jewelry, “Pieces of Sky”); back row, left to right, Steven  Hensley (Vocal Solo Pop, “You Lift Me Up”), John Botsford (Solo Structured Ballroom Dance, “Tales from the Vienna Woods”), and Maureen Howell (Glazed Ceramics, “Pieces of a Dream”).  

The “Tomah All Stars” also won a gold medal in the Group Patriotic Prose category with their rendition of “The Pledge.”  A limited number of gold medal recipients are invited to perform in the festival stage show, however, this group will not be attending.  

Tomah Mayor Chuck Ludeking presented the medals.  He is pictured with two-thirds of the All Stars, Mike Aksamit (center) and Phillip Schoeffer (right).  Rex Allen was enjoying a week at Camp American Legion and missed the awards program.

YOUTH VOLUNTEERS TRAVEL TO NOAH'S ARK

Ten youth volunteers enjoyed a cool, but uncrowded, day at Noah’s Ark in Wisconsin Dells on Thursday.  The annual trip is the volunteers’ treat for volunteering at the Tomah VA and serving at least 25 hours.  The trip was paid with funds raised in various VAVS fund-raisers (like the Carnation Appreciation Sale and Ice Cream Sundae sales).


Pictured left to right: Danita DuBord, Recreation Therapist and bus driver, John Van Gundy (back), Jacob DuBord (front), Kaitlin Wheeler, Kaleigh Organ, Katie Haines, Cassie Skogen, Tiffany Brookman, Dana Lindley, Kevin Skogan, Dana Lindley, and Debbie Lindley, Voluntary Services Specialist and Youth Volunteer Coordinator.  

Overall, there were 35 summer youth volunteers serving this year and together, they have served 956 hours!

PLATOON RUN CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW


Don’t forget the PLATOON RUN CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW on Sunday, August 29th.

The good folks in Facilities Service Line have provided great assistance in setting up for the big show, as well as other events this summer.  Picnic tables and trash are in place awaiting the big day!
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

403B staff – "I appreciate the care my brother received over the years by the medical center staff.  Again, thank you to those who have him care over the years."

406B staff – "To everyone on 406B, it is nice to be cared for as a person instead of a number.  You all know your job, and do it well.  Thanks so much."

Wanda Lockhart, RN/Primary Care Service Line – "Wanda (Lockhart) is very nice and helpful in every way."

[image: image12.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




 LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK

"Listen to your experts -- the people on the front line." 

Karl E. Weick, organizational psychologist at the University of Michigan
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died.  Rather we should thank God that such men lived."

Attributed to General GEORGE S. PATTON, JR., speech at the Copley Plaza Hotel, Boston Massachusetts, June 7, 1945.  These words were reported by William Blair in the New York Times, June 8, 1945, p. 6, and by Stephen Lynch in the Boston Herald, June 8, 1945, pp. 1, 16 (where “the” appears as “these”).  Other newspapers of that day have variant workings.

The speech was extemporaneous and is not included in his published papers.  Biographers of Patton have used variant wordings of this quotation, and Mike Wallace as narrator of the 1965 David Wolper television production, General George Patton, quoted this as, “Let me not mourn for the men who have died fighting, but rather let me be glad that such heroes have lived.”

Patton had expressed himself in similar words at a memorial service at an Allied cemetery near Palermo, Italy, November 11, 1943: “I consider it no sacrifice to die for my country.  In my mind we came here to thank God that men like these have lived rather than to regret that they have died.” – Harry H. Semmes, Portrait of Patton, p. 176 (1955).
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      SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

August 2004 

Cataract Awareness Month— Physician Information: www.aao.org Public Information: www.medem.com/eyemd and www.preventblindness.org
Clear Air Month— www.lungusa.org
Medic Alert Awareness Month— www.medicalert.org
National Immunization Awareness Month— www.partnersforimmunization.org
Psoriasis Awareness Month— www.psoriasis.org
Spinal Muscular Atrophy Awareness Month— www.fsma.org
	19
	19th Amendment Ratified (1920)

	26
	Women's Equality Day
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  
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