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ATTENTION TOMAH VA TRAVELERS:  If you receive an email with the following subject heading please disregard and delete. 

  Subject:  “URGENT NOTIFICATION FROM BILLING DEPARTMENT”  
 This is a fraudulent attempt to gain access to your Citibank travel card. 
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EMPLOYEE RETIRES
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Bill Smith recently retired following two decades of government Service.  Bob Karpinsky, Social Worker, and Sandy Gregar, Administrative Assistant to the Director, are shown presenting Mr. Smith his retirement plaque.
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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS
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Mick Premeau, Information Technology (IT) Service Line, representing 20 years of service.
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION AWARDS
Congratulations to the following Performance Improvement and Professional Practice Council employees for receiving Special Contribution Awards for providing coverage for the Performance Improvement Department when the secretarial position was vacated.  Both employees contributed significantly to the success of the facility during the Office of the Inspector General, Combined Assessment Program (OIG/CAP) and JCAHO surveys, which were both completed during the vacancy.  
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Left to right: Lisa Doherty, AA/Chief of Staff; Nancy Patterson, Performance Improvement Program Director; Jean Taylor, Secretary; Susan Park, RN, Nurse Executive; Terri Swope, Secretary; Dr. David Houlihan, Acting Chief of Staff; and Stan Johnson, MC Director.
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A STAR AMONG US

Primary Care Service Line employee, Pat Pokela, recently made her stage debut in the Area Community Theatre (ACT) production, The Cemetery Club.  Pat is cast as "Mildred" in the local production, which runs August 5-28, 2004.  
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

LaCrosse Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) – "Once again, everyone was simply wonderful.  Thank you!"

 "My brother recently died and I am writing to simply say thank you to the staff at the Tomah VA for everything they did to help by brother.  He suffered from a plethora of physical and psychological ailment from which he finally succumbed.  You'll never know how much you helped him.  He relied on you for his healthcare along with other VA facilities.  He had a system for his meds, which were his lifeline and were arranged through the critical help of the VA (so he could obtain them locally, etc.).  Thank you for all you did."

406A Staff – "We appreciate the wonderful care that our father and husband received."

406A staff – "My husband wants to thank the staff that took care of him for numerous months.  He is at King Veteran's Home now and wanted me to thank you for the help you gave him, and me."
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 LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK

"A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty. "

Sir Winston Churchill
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"Honor to the Soldier, and Sailor everywhere, who bravely bears his country’s cause.  Honor also to the citizen who cares for his brother in the field, and serves, as he best can, the same cause – honor to him, only less than to him, who braves, for the common good, the storms of heaven and the storms of battle."

President ABRAHAM LINCOLN, letter to George Opdyke and others, December 2, 1863. – The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, ed. Roy P. Basler, vol. 7, p 32 (1953).
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      SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

August 2004 

Cataract Awareness Month— Physician Information: www.aao.org Public Information: www.medem.com/eyemd and www.preventblindness.org
Clear Air Month— www.lungusa.org
Medic Alert Awareness Month— www.medicalert.org
National Immunization Awareness Month— www.partnersforimmunization.org
Psoriasis Awareness Month— www.psoriasis.org
Spinal Muscular Atrophy Awareness Month— www.fsma.org
	7
	Purple Heart (1782)

	7
	Battle of Guadalcanal (1942)

	9
	Atomic Bomb on Nagasaki (1945)

	13-29
	Olympic Games in Athens — http://www.athens2004.com/athens2004/

	14
	V-J Day (1945)

	15-21
	National Health Center Week— www.nachc.com/

	16
	National Airborne Day

	19
	19th Amendment Ratified (1920)

	26
	Women's Equality Day
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  



Pictured left to right: Jerry Molnar, Associate Director; John Hina, IT Service Line Manager; Mick Premeau, IT Specialist; and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director.
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August 2-6, 2004




















Kevin Kuderer, Resources Service Line, representing 30 years of service.





Pictured left to right: Joanne Arts, Resources Service Line Manager; Kevin Kuderer, Accountant; Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director; and Jerry Molnar, Associate Director.
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