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December 8-12, 2003

DON'T FORGET!!!!
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TOMAH VA TEAM EXPANDS

We would like to welcome Mr. John Hina to our Tomah VA family.   Beginning on December 1, 2003, Mr. Hina joined us as the Service Line Manager for our new Information Technology Service Line.  Mr. Hina comes to us from the Albuquerque VA, where he served as the Chief of the tertiary medical center’s Information Resources Management (IRM) department.  He brings a wealth of VA information technology experience with him, ranging from VistA programming to strategic planning.  

The new Information Technology Service Line was created as a result of the phenomenal growth in electronic information and our increased dependence on these systems.  Throughout this period, our IRM department has done a fantastic job keeping Tomah VA in the forefront of new technology and providing exceptional service.  As we look ahead, the new Service Line structure and additional support will ensure we are prepared for the future challenges.   
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As reported last week, the contractors will soon be going into individual offices to work inside the office ceilings, removing plumbing and ductwork, and patching floors above.  This process will begin next week (December 15), starting in Radiology, and then moving into Dental.  Staff in each affected office will be contacted and the work will be coordinated as well as possible to reduce any inconveniences for employees and patients.

Progress continues on the third and fourth floors.  On the third floor, many of the utilities are being cut off so new utilities equipment can be installed.  The floors are being leveled and patched.  

The asbestos removal will be completed by Christmas; the third floor is done, only the fourth floor remains.  Despite floor plans and other documentation maintained through the medical center’s 56 years, it’s not unusual to find asbestos in unexpected places.  This occurred on the fourth floor when asbestos was found in the “glue” holding down flooring and carpet.  This will be removed.  The Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) Bureau of Air Management has monitored the asbestos removal process.  The DNR was satisfied with the removal process and found no violations.    Air sampling for asbestos has been conducted through out the project with no problems noted.

With utilities shut down to the top two floors of Building 400, the sprinkler system is also off on those two floors.  VA Police and members of the Tomah VA Fire Department conduct regularly scheduled walk-throughs of the construction area every four hours during off tours.

Here is this week's photo shoot of what all the noise is about!
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Do you recognize this area?  This was the 400AB dorm on the east side of Building 400, third (old second) floor.  Every wing of 400 looks like this – all walls are knocked out and, for the most part, just the outside walls remain. 
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Out with the old, in with the new!   

In the foreground:  old pipes.  

In the background: the new pipes.
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About all that jack hammering… 

A lot of it has been done to get rid of old flooring….like this cement floor (left) and that famous terrazzo flooring (below).
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On the third floor, a “chase” is being cut out of the   

wall.  Electrical wires will be centered here, coming 

up from the basement. 

Work is still being done on the second floor, by the laboratory, to continue the "chase" to connect 

it through all levels of the building.


Workers in the center stairwell leading to 

the basement in Building 400 install the 

casing, which will contain the wires that run 

from the basement to the fourth floor in the 

"chase".  


Outside, the casing is ready to be added on to the ascending casework in the "chase". 

Stay tuned for future construction updates!  We aim to keep you informed!
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VETERANS' BENEFITS PACKAGE CLEARED BY CONGRESS

Congress has approved and sent to President Bush legislation to enhance and improve health care for veterans, including the spending of more than $276 million for major construction projects.  The enabling legislation passed the House by a 423-2 vote on November 21 after House and Senate negotiators cleared a final version of the bill.  The Senate had approved the measure, S. 1156, by a voice vote November 19.  Once enacted, the Department of Veterans Affairs will get clearance to begin construction on several medical facility projects.  Among them are a long-term care facility in Lebanon, Pennsylvania; a long-term care facility in Beckley, West Virginia; a new bed tower in Chicago that would consolidate two inpatient sites; seismic corrections to a medical facility in San Diego; a renovation of all inpatient wards at a facility in West Haven, Connecticut; and construction of an outpatient medical care facility to be built on the grounds of the Pensacola Florida Naval Air Station.  The bill also allows VA to expand Medicare and Medicaid coverage for veterans, expand a pilot program on assisted living for veterans, provide benefits to veterans who engaged in chemical and biological testing, and improve mental health services for veterans. 
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JUST FOLLOW THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD TAPE

Have you noticed the yellow tape on the handrails in the tramways?  Did you wonder what it was for?  Me too!  The tape is an easy guide for patients traveling from Building 400 to Building 402 for appointments.  Now you know the rest of the story!

[image: image9.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




JOKE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Jean Taylor)

THE CHRISTMAS DIET SONG

‘Twas the night before Christmas and all round my hips were Fannie May candies that sneaked past my lips.  Fudge brownies were stored in the freezer with care in hopes that my thighs would forget they were there.

While Mama in her girdle and I in chin straps had just settled down to sugar-borne naps.  When out in the pantry there arose such a clatter I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.

Away to the kitchen I flew like a flash tore open the icebox then threw up the sash.  The marshmallow look of the new-fallen snow sent thoughts of a binge to my body below.

When what to my wandering eyes should appear:  a marzipan Santa with eight chocolate reindeer!  That huge chunk of candy so luscious and slick I knew in a second that I’d wind up sick.

The sweet-coated Santa, those sugared reindeer I closed my eyes tightly but still I could hear; On Pritzker, on Stillman, on weak one, on TOPS, a Weight Watcher dropout from sugar detox.

From the top of the scales to the top of the hall now dash away pounds now dash away all.  Dressed up in Lane Bryant from my head to nightdress my clothes were all bulging from too much excess.

My droll little mouth and my round little belly they shook when I laughed like a bowl full of jelly.  I spoke not a word but went straight to my work ate all of the candy then turned with a jerk.

Any laying a finger beside my heartburn I gave a quick not toward the bedroom I turned.  I eased into bed to the heavens I cry if temptation’s removed I’ll get thin by and by.

And I mumbled again as I turned for the night in the morning I’ll starve…..’til I take that first bite.
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

Dr. Mark McConnell, physician/Primary Care Service Line – "I just wanted to thank Dr. McConnell for the high class professionalism he exhibited on Building 408a on November 14, 2003.  Dr. McConnell was on call, and nearing the end of his shift, when I paged him in regards to one of our veterans I was concerned about.   He promptly came to the floor and provided an assessment, with an explanation regarding his concerns for this gentleman as well. 

Dr. McConnell took the time to contact his wife and very calmly and reassuringly

provided support for the wife, while explaining the health status of her husband. He appeared to care about her well being as much as the resident's. 

I want to commend his professionalism in handling this case in the gracious manner that he did. 

Dr. McConnell stayed over his required tour to finish up with this case, and review it with  the oncoming medical staff. 

I wanted to take the time to acknowledge the high-class professionalism I 

encountered.  So many times these kinds of acknowledgments are few, so, thank-you again Dr. McConnell."
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK


"We keep moving forward, opening up new doors, and doing new things, because we're curious and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths."

Walt Disney
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"Nothing matters more to the future of this Nation than insuring that our young men and women learn to believe in themselves and believe in their dreams, and that they develop this capacity-that you develop this capacity, so that you keep it all of your lives.  …I believe one of America’s most priceless assets is the idealism, which motivates the young people of America.  My generation has invested all that it has, not only its love but its hope and faith, in yours."

President RICHARD M. NIXON, remarks at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska, January 14, 1971. – Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States: Richard Nixon, 1971, pp. 33,33.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

December

National Drunk & Drugged Driving Prevention Month (www.3dmonth.org)

Universal Human Rights Month 

10-16 Human Rights Week 

15 Bill of Rights Day 

20 Chanukah Begins 

22         Winter Begins 

25 Christmas 

26 Kwanzaa Begins 

31
New Year's Eve
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  
The asbestos removal continues on the fourth floor.  The work is done inside the plastic, which is taped off all around to be air tight.  Inside are several chambers so the workers can get out of the clothes they wear during the work, take a shower, and change into clean clothes before leaving the area.








TOMAH VA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���




















John Hina, 


Information Technology 


Service Line Manager

















On the fourth floor, this construction worker is carving out an opening for a new window.  The window will be on the north end of the building.








Who:      All employees and volunteers are invited. 


What:     The Annual Director's Office 


               Christmas Open House.   


When:    Wednesday, December 17, 2003 


               2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Where:   The Director's Suite 


               (Building 400, room 2071).  





Stop in and join us for great refreshments, music,


and conversation!
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