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December 15-26, 2003

Director's Office Annual Christmas Open House

If you didn't make it to the Annual Director's Office Open House, you missed some great food, music, and just plain fun!  Oh……..and of course, SANTA was there adding his traditional HO! HO! HO! to the sounds of the season!!  Here are some highlights to share with those not able to attend.
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Dressed for the occasion are Lisa Doherty, AA/Chief of Staff, and Sandy Gregar, AA/Director.

And, what would a party be without one disaster…….Our Safety Officer, Pat Mulrain, just happened to back an easel right into our Christmas tree and the rest (including the tree) is history.  That's Kate Sheets and Karen Hollingsworth coming to the rescue of our tree and on the right is Safety Pat (who is still red from embarrassment).   
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As the countdown to Christmas continues, hopefully your lives have not been too busy to step back and appreciate the simple joys of the season.

Wishing you all Happy Holidays!
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TOMAH VA TEAM EXPANDS

We would like to welcome the following new employees to our VA team:
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Front row, left to right:  Jeanette Brown, NA; Vicki Burkhalter, NA; Kim Anderson, NA.
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Second row left to right:  Angie Krieger, NA; Kelly Angelini, NA; Mandy Wilson, NA; Kristina Wheeland (kneeling), Social Worker, and Connie Sherman (sitting), Food Service Worker
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Back row left to right: Laura Carlson, MCCF; Steven Kolb, Food Service Worker; John Hina, IT Service Line Manager; Lorie Liddell, Food Service Worker; Ona Pollack, Food Service Worker, and Jenny Parrott, NA
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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS

Support Service Line, representing 30 years of service.
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Mr. Linder began his government career serving in the Navy for six years.  The majority of his Navy time was spent on the Eisenhower ship, working in the Nuclear Power area.

Following his Navy tour, he worked a short time for Genoa Power and later returned to government work as a part-time warehouse worker in January of 1980.   He was converted to full-time warehouse worker in February of that year.  Mr. Linder's VA career remained in the warehouse field and he presently is a material handler in SPD.  He has been involved in many changes in warehousing functions, as well as organizational structure through the years and has remained a valuable resource and asset to our facility.    

Extended Care Service Line, representing 40 years of service.

20 years – Ellen Graham Knight, RN 

                                                             Brian Thompson, SW
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The construction project architect, mechanical engineer and plumbing engineer have been on station to review plans and address issues as work progresses.  

Over the years, modifications have been made to our buildings, and at times, those changes have not been documented.  Contractors are finding differences between the “as built” (drawings) and what is actually present.  These differences can alter plans and change work schedules. 

Workers continue to access utilities through the ceilings in some offices and clinic areas on the second floor.  Work started in the radiology and dental suites.  In some areas, workers are finding several layers of ceiling to go through, including the original plaster ceiling, plus a suspended tile ceiling, as well as the ductwork and lighting.  The workers have ample room in which to work – in our buildings, we have 11 feet, 11 inches between one floor and another.  In many buildings, there is almost a foot less space between floors.

During the week of December 15, ductwork was hung for the third floor rooms.  The ductwork is actually hung from the floor of the fourth floor.

This week (December 22), you may hear some muffled bangs.  This sound is the result of workers shooting anchors in the concrete floors.  The anchors will be used to install metal studs for the new walls.  Another noise you may hear is a planer, which will be used on the fourth floor to remove asbestos from the flooring.  For the most part, the planer work will be done after regular business hours.  And, the hope is to be completely finished with the slow work of asbestos removal by New Years Day.  The asbestos removal has slowed down the contractor responsible for laying out the new rooms on the floors.  Once the new rooms are laid out, construction will be in full force.  Materials are starting to arrive in preparation for this surge of activity that will come with the new year.

Stay tuned for future construction updates!  We aim to keep you informed!
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FEDERAL WOMEN'S PROGRAM HOSTS WELLNESS FAIR

The Federal Women’s Program (FWP) sponsored a Wellness Fair on November 19 for employees and volunteers.  Did you know that there is no charge for the tests performed at the Wellness Fair?   So if you didn't get there this year, keep that in mind for next year!    

The fair was held in the VA Gym and as you can see, it was a busy place!  


A popular stop was the blood glucose and cholesterol test.  A trio of our own nurses (Wanda Lockhart, RN; Jeri Klohs, RN; and Alice Strohmeyer, RN) did the testing.


Another popular stop was the flu shot booth, where Maureen Bernhardt gets her vaccination (OUCH!) from Marta Zeims, LPN.

Wellness Fair participants were also able to be tested – Jaroslawa Szczerbaniuk, RPh, is shown getting her carbon monoxide level tested as Gwen Boyd, PAC, watches.  


Door prizes

were awarded 

to numerous participants (another benefit

for participating in the Wellness Fair).  
The Federal Women's Program would like to extend a very SPECIAL THANKS to all employees (and even a few retired nurses) who worked at the Wellness Fair, or helped in any way so employees could be spared in patient care areas to attend.  Approximately 170 employees and volunteers attended.   In addition to free testing, brochures on safety, wellness and health issues were available.    

And HEY, did you know in addition to sponsoring the Wellness Fair….during the month of November the Federal Women's Program collected 126 pounds of food and $616.00 for the local Food Pantry!  We just thought you might want to know!

Co-Chairs, Debbie Lindley and Audrey Chambers, would like to thank all employees and volunteers for your hard work and support of the Wellness Fair and local food drive.  
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

One of our employees shared this story, which compliments our LaCrosse Community Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) – "A good friend of mine, George, who lives in Michigan returned from a hunting trip to Iowa.  For the duration of the trip, George was a guest at the home of an Iowa man.  The Iowa man is seen at the LaCrosse CBOC, by choice, even though he lives closer to other VA facilities and  CBOCs.  

My friend (also a veteran) and the Iowa gentleman apparently became involved in a discussion regarding health care at the VA.  The Iowa man was very emphatic regarding the quality of care he receives and mentioned the LaCrosse CBOC.  My friend, George, knows I work here and that the CBOC is part of our system so he questioned the man regarding why he went there as opposed to somewhere closer.  George's report of this patient's experience with the LaCrosse CBOC was glowing and he wanted to pass it on to me (us).  

How exciting to know that the good care we give is recognized in other states!  Way to go LaCrosse!!!!"
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VA SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

The Tomah VA Basketball Team played their first within-division game of the season in the City League on Wednesday, December 18, 2003.   The VA team beat the Wal-Mart team with a score of 53-25.  Players included Phil Henry, Toby Lane, Paul Mennicke, Denny Myers, John Renda, Tom Rue, and Ted Schleicher.  Fans present included Alpha Jean Gaede, Maynard Hofer, Doug Lanska, Jolene Renda, and Tyler Renda.  
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Valerie Nelson, RN) 

What Nationality is Santa Claus?
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North Polish
 

Who is never hungry at Christmas?
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The turkey, he's always stuffed.
 

How do cats greet each other at Christmas?
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Have a furry Merry Christmas and a Happy Mew Year. 

What if There Had Been Three Wise Women Instead of Three Wise Men?
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They would have asked for directions,
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Arrived on time,
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Helped deliver the baby,
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Cleaned the stable,
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Made a casserole,
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And bought practical gifts! 
 
Jokes to be considered for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent to Mental Health Service Line.   
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK


"History has demonstrated that the most notable winners usually encountered heartbreaking obstacles before they triumphed. They won because they refused to become discouraged by their defeats."

                                                        Bertie C. Forbes
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"Peace will never be won if men reserve for war their greatest efforts, Peace, too, requires well-directed and sustained sacrificial endeavor.  Given that, we can, I believe, achieve the great goal of our foreign policy, that of enabling our people to enjoy in peace the blessings of liberty."


JOHN FOSTER DULLES, secretary of state, news conference statement, December 31, 1954. – Department of State Bulletin, January 10, 1955, p. 44.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

December

National Drunk & Drugged Driving Prevention Month (www.3dmonth.org)

Universal Human Rights Month 

25 Christmas 

26 Kwanzaa Begins 

31
New Year's Eve
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  
 





Doctors Fischer and Houlihan were trying to convince Santa that contrary to what he has heard, they really have been good this year…….





TOMAH VA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE











Pictured left to right: 


Jolene Renda, RN, Extended Care Service Line Manager; Ellen Graham-Knight, RN; Brian Thompson, Social Worker; and Jerry Molnar, Associate Director
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Toby Lane, Administrative Assistant to the Associate Director, presents a 30-year plaque to Denny Linder, Material Handler� 





Pictured above, left to right: 


Sarah Allman, Administrative Resident; Jerry Molnar, Associate Director; Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff; James Michael Lanska; and of course, Santa. 





Pictured on the left, left to right:  Jerry Molnar, Associate Director; Farshad Sanjari, Facilities Service Line Manager; and Donna Jones, AA/Facilities Service Line Manager.








If you thought you heard Christmas carols and piano music throughout the halls, you weren't dreaming.    Dr. Mary Jo Lanska (pictured above) played the piano and those that wished to participate, sang up a storm!

















A continuous line of employees and volunteers enjoyed refreshments.





 














And………here is Santa Amling relaxing while trying to justify to Kathy Fasbender, Education Coordinator, on just why playing Santa should qualify for education credits.  
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