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December 1-5, 2003
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Wednesday, December 17th for the annual Director's Office Christmas Open House.   All employees and volunteers are invited to join us from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Director's Suite (Building 400, room 2071) for refreshments, music, and camaraderie!
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VA IN THE NEWS

The producer for the CBS 48 Hours television program has advised Denver VAMC that a segment featuring an Iraqi Freedom veteran receiving care at Denver VAMC should be broadcast on Wednesday, December 10, 2003.

The producer indicates it should be a positive portrayal of VA care, spotlighting VA prosthetics and rehabilitation in a positive and compassionate manner.  
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HEY VA DID YOU KNOW????????????

There is a fun and informative VA Kids Page, which has been recognized by USA Today as a "Best Bet" on the USA TODAY Education Web site for the week of December 3-10, 2003. 

Each week the USA TODAY Education online staff selects three "Best Bets" sites they feel would be of educational value to their audience of subscribers and guests.  These sites are listed on the USA TODAY Education home page for a one-week period with a brief description and a link to the site.     Fewer than 150 sites are selected each year as USA TODAY Education "Best Bet" Web sites.  

VA Kids Page includes links to: 
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Cool facts about veterans.
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About the flag.
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Games and activities.

Check it out at http://www.va.gov/kids
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RESULTS OF THE COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN

BIG SCREEN TV DRAWING
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Medical Center Directors, Stan Johnson and Nathan Geraths, watch American TV representative, Jenny Kalson, draw the winning name for the big screen TV.

AND THE WINNER IS………

a very happy Madison VA employee (materials handler), Kim Stiegman,  pictured here with American TV representative,  Jenny Kalson.  Ms. Stiegman's name was drawn from all Combined Federal Campaign contributors from the Madison and Tomah facilities.   
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"MOVE" DRAWING RESULTS!

Congratulations to all of you who stepped up to the challenge of increasing your daily activity levels.  Below are the winners of the drawing.  Remember to keep MOVING!

1st Prize: Linda Beier - Gift certificate for a 60-minute massage from Felos Aesthetics  (sponsored by the VA Employee’s Association).

The winners of the five pedometers are:

Joe Segovia

Maureen Bernhardt

Maureen Juracich

Sonja Rogers-Denter

Deb Thiel

Congratulations and KEEP MOVING!
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On Tuesday, December 9, from 4:00 p.m. to approximately 2:00 a.m. (December 10), the steam will be shutdown to Building 400.  This is being done so steam heat radiators can be removed on the third and fourth floors. Some radiators will be left to maintain a “contract required” temperature of about 40-degrees.  

Access to the space above the ceilings in some second-floor rooms will be needed in the next couple of weeks.  A list of which rooms that will be affected is being developed and occupants of those rooms will be notified when contractors will be in them.  The work will involve removing the ceiling tiles in the second floor offices to access plumbing above; the work will be done one room at a time and much of the work will be accomplished after hours.  The plan is to begin this process in the northwest corner of Building 400 (Dental), then move down the hall to Radiology, then to the center of the building (Laboratory), then eastward towards Primary Care offices and the Director’s suite.

Some work will be done on the second floor across from the Director’s conference room/”Blue Room” (400-2045) in the next week or so, and the same location on the first floor.  There is an electrical closet and fire extinguisher space across from the conference room.  A dust barricade will be put in place while jack-hammering is done (after hours for the most part) to create space for electrical feeders from the basement to the fourth floor.

By Friday, December 5, the final removal of asbestos, insulation, tiles, etc. should be accomplished on the third floor, with the fourth floor completed on Dec. 12.

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Butcher, Resident Engineer, at ext. 66043.  
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DAV Christmas Gift Store

For the 56th year, volunteers from the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary (DAVA) gathered at the Tomah VA to provide the DAVA Christmas Gift Store for veterans hospitalized here.
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About 25 volunteers 
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worked diligently Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday to help with the store.  The volunteers come from all over the state of Wisconsin and stay in area hotels at their own expense.

Volunteers take cartloads of gifts to the patient wards for veterans to "shop" right from their rooms.
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The term “store” is not a misnomer. Gift items were attractively arranged in the conference room in Building 407, and volunteers helped veterans select gifts for family and friends.  There is no charge for the veterans for this service!
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Volunteers gift wrapped every present (even the ones in pretty boxes!).
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Leonard Schmeider and Harry Lutz, two volunteers from Tomah, wrap presents for shipping.
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And…. every package is labeled and weighed before shipping.  The DAV pays for all shipping costs.  This year, 534 packages were shipped; the DAV’s bill was $3,766.44!
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Thursday evening and the UPS truck is full and ready to go!  This is the third UPS pick-up from the Christmas Store.

[image: image39.jpg]



A special part of the Christmas Gift Store is the annual “official visit” by DAV and DAV Auxiliary officials.  

Pictured left to right:  Bill Crivello, DAV State Commander; Sharon Pieper, DAVA State Commander; Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director; Henry “Hank” Williams, DAV Senior Vice Commander; and, Alpha Jean Gaede, Christmas Store Chairperson (and housekeeper on Building 408).  Ms. Gaede and her husband, Norman, work throughout the year to prepare for the four days of shopping by veterans.  
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VA competitive sourcing program derailed by Congress
By Jason Peckenpaugh
A plan to let contractors bid on 55,000 Veterans Affairs Department jobs will remain on hold because VA officials did not receive authority to restart their competitive sourcing program in the $328 billion catch-all federal spending bill crafted last month. 

Despite winning other concessions on competitive sourcing policy, Bush administration officials apparently failed to convince Congress to let the VA tap up to $50 million in health care funds for conducting job competitions in the Veterans Health Administration. Under federal law, VA cannot hold outsourcing studies on VHA jobs unless Congress funds the studies. 

"We did not get the legislative relief we sought," said Dennis Duffy, VA's principal deputy assistant secretary for policy and planning. "At this point we wait and see if we can't have the same issue addressed in the next session of the Congress." 

Full story: http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/1203/120403p1.htm
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY….. OR BAH HUMBUG?
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Will we get the day after Christmas off ?
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Will we have to work the day after Christmas?
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When will we know if we will be working, or have the day off?

Do you want the good news first, or the bad news first? Actually it doesn't matter because they're both the same.  So here goes: 
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Good News - There is a 50 percent chance that President Bush will give you the day off on Friday, December 26th. 
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Bad News - There is a 50 percent chance that President Bush won't give you the day off on Friday, December 26th. 

Conclusion:  No decision has been made yet, that we are aware of. 

What we do know is that the decision always comes in December, usually by the middle of the month, or later. 

So, while we patiently await a decision, here is the track record of the Ghost of Christmas Past when Christmas fell on a Thursday…..
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December 25, 1986 (Thursday): An executive order was issued giving         non-emergency federal workers a full day off on administrative leave. That means it was a day off with pay, but it was NOT considered a holiday for pay and leave purposes. The order did not cover the U.S. Postal Service. 
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December 25, 1990 (Tuesday): An executive order was issued giving            non-postal federal workers a half day off on Monday, December 24th. 
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December 25, 1997 (Thursday): An executive order was issued giving nonessential federal (not postal) workers an extra day off with pay. 
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December 25, 2001 (Tuesday): Federal workers got Monday, December 24th off. 

As soon as we get the word either way we will let all employees know.  In the mean time, keep your fingers crossed. 

Excerpts from article by Mike Causey, FederalNewsRadio.com
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

(Anonymous Submission) 

Husband: "What have you been doing with all the grocery money I give you?"

Wife: "Turn sideways and look in the mirror."

Jokes to be considered for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent to Mental Health Service Line.   
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK


"A mediocre idea that generates enthusiasm will go further than a great idea that inspires no one."

Mary Kay Ash
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Attributed to Calvin Coolidge

"Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence.  Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent.  Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.  Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts.  Persistence and determination are omnipotent.  The slogan “press on” has solved and always will solve the problems of the human race."
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

December

National Drunk & Drugged Driving Prevention Month (www.3dmonth.org)

Universal Human Rights Month 

1   World AIDS Day 

  Civil Air Patrol Founded (1941)

7   Pearl Harbor Day 

10   Human Rights Day 

10-16 Human Rights Week 

15 Bill of Rights Day 

20 Chanukah Begins 

22         Winter Begins 

25 Christmas 

26 Kwanzaa Begins 

31
New Year's Eve
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  



TOMAH VA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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