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While the 2004 National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans isn’t quite over, here are some scenes from the week.
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Sauk County Day has been the “kick off” for Salute Week for many years.  Volunteers from various American Legion posts in Sauk County combine efforts to provide a huge Bingo party for the veterans, plus they distribute a tasty “lunch” consisting of cheese and sausage, as well as other treats.  Two American Legion Auxiliary volunteers (left) pose with Jim Cram and Ted Schleicher, Recreation Therapists, by the refreshments served at the Bingo game.
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Ladies from the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary distributed flashlights and canteen books to all the wards on Tuesday.  Left to right: Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director; Rusty Garbacz, Dorothy Watson, Elsie Geiwitz, Jeanette Steinke, Marie Meyers, and Janet Olson.
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The 5th Annual Chili Lunch Fund-Raiser was held Tuesday.  Many volunteers worked hard to serve the chili: (left to right) Marie McFarland, CHILI CHEF ROGER LEWISON, Pat Flanders, Hazel Luethi, and Velma Lutz.  There were six roaster pans full of chili and they sold out!  The VA Voluntary Services (VAVS) program made $340 on this popular fund-raiser.  

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED THIS FUND-RAISER!!!
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The two show choirs from the Tomah Senior High School performed during lunch on Tuesday.  Shown here is the girls’ choir performing to  “One Note Above.”
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“The Limited Edition” performed as well.  Both show choirs will be appearing in a show choir competition this weekend, so they enjoyed the opportunity to perform before a live audience.  
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A live band accompanies the choirs.
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The National Salute Program was featured on the “Community Update” program on Hagen Sports Network on Friday.  Greg Hagen, left, videotapes “reporter” Ed Thompson (far right) as he talks to veteran Ken Macklin about his latch hook project.
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The annual cake cutting ceremony was also included on the Community Update program.  Cook, Steve Clark (left), assisted Jerry Molnar, Associate Director (right), cut the cake, while Cranberry Royalty Brook Murdock, Princess; Jennie Armstrong, Queen; and Kelsey Betthauser, Princess, look on.  The royalty served the cake to the veterans. 
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VA Cook, Sue Brueggeman, makes the Valentine Cake each year.  The cake’s design is different every year – this year’s quilt pattern was especially beautiful and earned many compliments!
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The annual Valentine’s Dance was held Wednesday evening in the Main Dining Room.  “Country Revival” provided a wide variety of music – they were terrific!  The band volunteers their time to play for a dance each month in the Midway.
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Special guests at the dance were Tomah’s royalty – Alis Connor, Little Miss Tomah, and Alison Wright, Junior Little Miss Tomah.  The girls helped serve refreshments and distributed valentine cards to the veterans.  They also posed for keepsake Polaroid pictures with the veterans. 
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Robert Raymond, an outpatient from Lansing, Iowa, won the “People’s Choice Award” at the Veterans Arts and Crafts Awards program Thursday.  Mr. Raymond also won 1st Place in the Woodcarving category for his “Three Crappie Fish” (below).

Pictured left to right: Helene Stein, President, American Legion Auxiliary Post 201, Tomah; Tina Sauerhammer, Miss Wisconsin; Mr. Raymond; and, Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director.
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YES!! This was CARVED BY HAND!!

Miss Wisconsin visited with many, many veterans (and staff and volunteers!) at the Midway on Thursday.  The veterans lined up to have a Polaroid picture taken with Miss Wisconsin and get a personalized autograph.  If you heard that Miss Wisconsin is a very young doctor, you heard right.  She graduated from high school at 14 years of age; went to the University of Wisconsin, Green Bay, and graduated from there when she was 18 years old.  She graduated from medical school last year, and will start her residency in surgery after her reign as Miss Wisconsin is over, this June.  She is 23 years old!
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One of the final activities of Salute Week is the Day at the Races, sponsored by the AMVETS and Auxiliary.  Volunteers (left to right)  Harry Lutz, Velma Lutz, Jim Stahl, and Jo Ann Leinweber helped veterans “bet” on the winners of videotaped greyhound races.

Stay tuned for more!

Who won the bowling tournament?

What about the veterans’ artwork?

More to come next week!!
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They say a picture is worth a thousand words, so here are the updates this week:
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The third floor has most of the steel studs in place, outlining the interior walls.  Farshad Sanjari, Facilities Service Line Manager (left) and Pat Mulrain, Industrial Hygienist/Safety Manager look through the “window” that will be a nurses’ station/check in, on the east end of Building 400, 3rd floor.  (That's Mark Butcher, Resident Engineer, walking down the hall).  
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Did you ever wonder how they got all that electrical wire through the seemingly miles of conduit in the new construction?  These pictures tell the story of the “chugger,” a device that pulls the wires through the conduit.  Workers are shown here greasing the assortment of wires and guiding them up and into the casings… 
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(there are lots of wires!!)
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…. while the cable is pulled through at 

the END by the chugger!
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Workers take a moment from cutting holes in the concrete floor to give us a “thumbs up” sign.  The holes are for the ductwork to come through from below.
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Safety is of the utmost importance.  Holes in the floor are brightly marked to prevent accidents!
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The first floor is almost back to normal after 

the chiller pipes were installed and insulated recently.  Most of the ceiling tiles are back in place.

Stay tuned for more updates in future issues…we aim to keep you informed!
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

Hospital staff of 403A – "What a wonderful group of professionals you are.  You all gave such loving care and kindness to my brother.  For all the years he was with you….you were his friends, and his home.  I miss him, as I'm sure you do.  I know at times he was cross and a little hard to handle, but you did it with love.  The lovely large plant you sent for his funeral told me a story of what great people you all are.  What compassion!  I want to thank each and every one of you from the bottom of my heart.  May God bless you all." 

400AB Staff – "Everyone was very professional, courteous, and kind!"

Extended Care Staff (no area specified) – "Many thanks for taking care of my husband through the years.  He always told me you took good care of me here.  I know you will miss him as much as I do."

Jeff Durbin, Ph.D./Mental Health Service Line – "Jeff Durbin is the best.  He has stayed by me through the years.  Thank you!"

Darci Kolb, NP/Primary Care Service Line – "Darci is very helpful and polite."
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK

                                                      
"A healthy attitude is contagious but don't wait to catch it from others. Be a carrier."

Unknown
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"The three conditions are sometimes paraphrased as: public authority, just cause, right motive.  

The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral, begetting the very thing it seeks to destroy.  Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it.  Through violence you may murder the liar, but you cannot murder the lie, nor establish the truth.  Through violence you may murder the hater, but you do not murder hate.  In fact, violence merely increases hate.  So it goes.  Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars.  Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that. " 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?, pp. 62-63 (1967).
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

February 2004 

AMD/Low Vision Awareness Month— Physician Information: www.aao.org Public Information: www.medem.com/eyemd. www.preventblindness.org
American Heart Month—  www.americanheart.org
Black History Month— www.naacp.org or www.asalh.com
National Cancer Prevention Month— www.ifcp.us
National Dental Health Month— www.ada.org
National Women's Heart Health Month— www.libov.com 

Wise Health Consumer Month— www.healthylife.com
	15-21
	Heart Failure Awareness Week

	16
	Presidents’ Day 

	22
	Washington's Birthday 

	22-28
	National Eating Disorders Awareness Week— www.NationalEatingDisorders.org and www.mentalhealthscreening.org

	23
	Desert Storm Ground War Began (1991)

	27
	Kuwait Liberation Day (1991)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  
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TOMAH VA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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