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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS 

Facilities Service Line, representing 135 years of service.

15 years – Farshad Sanjari, Facilities Service Line Manager

25 years – Carol Harmon, Engineering Technician 

30 years - Beverly Burkhalter, Housekeeping Aid

                  Chuck Cleveland, Motor Vehicle Operator

35 years - Rick Brockman, Motor Vehicle Operator
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2004 Arts and Crafts Competition
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This year’s veterans’ arts and crafts competition was another rousing success.  The artwork was judged on Monday, February 9 by five area residents who have a background and/or appreciation of the arts.  The 2004 judges were Susan Holmes, Atta Anderson, Joanne Westphal, Kristin Storkel, and Paula Laugen.

Some of the artwork is shown here – more will follow.

The top three place winners by category are:

Oil Painting

Nancy Zurenda,  “Glimpse of the Country” (right)

Watercolor:

1 - Ed Hoban


Turquoise Wonder Heart

2 - Alton Westenburg

Purple Passion Heart

3 - Melvin Pederson

Marbleized Heart

Sculpture:

1 - Phillip Schoeffer

Water Fowl

Monochromatic Drawing:

1 – Nancy Zurenda

Drummer Boy of Chickamauga

Colored Drawing:

1 – Monte Olson


German Castle

Photography (Color):

1 – William Guy Whitlatch
“Trees in Harmony”

2 – Thomas J. Michele
 
“Bob Sitting/Leaning Against Standing Rock”

Digital Photography:

1 – Thomas J. Michele

“Whoops Migrate”

The Vietnam Experience:

1 – John A. Barnes

“Pencil Sketch of The Vietnam Experience”
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Glazed Ceramics:

1 – Maureen Howell


Ceramic vase with handmade roses and lilies (right)

2 – Candido Panchero III 

“Hidden Wolf” vase

Stained/Painted Ceramics:

1 – John A. Barnes


Journey’s Start

Woodcarving:

1 – Robert C. Raymond

“Three Crappie Fish”

2 – George H. Hayek

“Diamond Willow Cane”

3 – Pat Clarkin


Green Bay Packer Sign

Woodworking:

1 – Steve Colby


“Time Marches On” pocket watch

2 – Donald J. Bonk

Magazine Rack

Jewelry:

1 – CR Minshall


“Blue Sky” turquoise necklace

Mosaic:

1 – Marv G. Radke

“Beauty” cane

Collage:

1 – Gerald Zimmerman

Harley Davidson Collage

Needlework:

1 – Marie McFarland

Hand Embroidered Quilt

2 – Ken Durkatz


“Sunflowers” Quilt
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Fiber Arts:

1 – Randy Williams



“USA” String Art (right)

Knotting:

1 – Keith Metoxin


Dream Catcher, green/brown/white feathers

2 – George Bautsch

Dream Catcher, double hoop/Eagle/Beads/Feathers

Leather Stamping:

1 – Maureen Howell


Leather Wallet with stamped design

Leather Carving/Tooling:

1 – Karl Reimann


Wolf on handmade leather stein

2 – Theodore F. Christjohn
Eagle carved into hanging leather/dowels

Metalwork:

1 – CR Minshall


“Junque Delight”

2 – Mike Collies


“Sobriety” (copper tooling)

3 – Gerald Zimmerman

“Hanging Spoons”

Beadwork:

1 – Pat Clarkin


Viking Banner

Applied Arts/Mixed Media

1 – Maureen Howell 

“I Believe” ceramic Bible stand and Leather Bible cover

2 – Rick Mc Farland

“Viking/Packer Chess Set”

3 – CR Minshall


Framed Silverwork on Belt

Leather Kit:

1 - Candido M. Pacheco III
Eagle Belt Buckle / PTSD / Three Fighting Men

2 – Steve Colby


Three Fighting Men in Yellow Lined box

3 – Bob Burrier


Leather Pouch

Wood Building:

1 – John Eckmayer

“Peace and Serenity” Pen Holder

2 – Monte Olson


Red and Yellow Wind Chime

Model Building (Plastic):

1 – Bruce Smeester

Wind Song Ship

2 – Mike Roberts


1980 Ford Bronco

3 – Taylor Askew


Hanging Ten Surf Boarder

Model Building (Wood):

1 – Rick McFarland

“Farm Wagon”

2 – Jerry Zimmerman

Eagle

3 – Keith Metoxin


Windmill

Model Building (Metal):

1 – Taylor C. Askew

Green Encased Car – Hood Up

String Art:

1 – Ben Henthorn


String Art/Dream Catcher Kit

2 – Don Garin


Beaded Banner – Golden Faced Santa

3 – Mike Aksamit


Beaded Banner – Flag/Heart Motif

Latch Hook:

1 – Don Gavin


Flag Wall hanging

2 – Donald Malchow

Flag Pillow

3 – Mike Collies


Latch Hook Pillow, “Bedtime”

Poster Art:

1 – Bruce Smeester

Silver Foil, “Polar Bears”

2 – Ben Henthorn


Foil Scratch Off, Draft Horses

3 – Bob Burrier


Copper Framed Plow Horse

Figurine/ Plaque Painting:

1 – Randy Williams

“Froliching Raccoons”

2 – Steve Colby


“Eagle Eye Guarding the Nation”

3 – John Eckmayer

“Raccoons on a Nice Summer Day”

Paint by Number:

1 – Alfred Randle


“Serenity”

2 – Richard Virva


“Indian Village”

3 – Ken Macklin


“Swimming in the Deep Blue Sea”

Sun catcher / Sand art:

1 – Don Bartels


“Peacock”

2 – Harry Hamilton

“Large Eagle”

3 – Bruce Waters


Hummingbird

Fabric Art:

Christopher Q. Griffin

“Serving with Pride” T-shirt

Needlework Kit:

Marie McFarland


“Lorenzon’s First Friends” baby quilt
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Walking to Florida

Veterans from the Tomah VAMC’s Community Support Program walked over 1,500 miles to Florida!  Well, they didn’t actually walk to Florida, but the participants 40 veterans, staff and volunteers, divided into 5 teams – wore pedometers and logged every step they took for three months.  It takes 2,000 steps to walk one mile and the group averaged 252,000 steps (or 126 miles) a week.  

Ken Dugan, Nursing Assistant from Building 404, was the top team walker, with an average of 63,000 steps (31.5 miles) a week.  His teammates were Larry Schoepf, Charlie Weishoff, John Fox, Ken Edman, Ron Deline, Carleton Dedolph, and Mary Lynn Sinclair, RN.

Once the group reached their goal and “arrived in Florida,” they enjoyed a barbeque lunch, featuring brats, hot dogs and hamburgers.  They wished they were in Florida as they grilled their meal on a cold winter afternoon in Wisconsin!  The group plans to walk next to Dallas, Texas, then swing up to Las Vegas and eventually “visit” Alaska.
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Pictured left to right:  Ken Dugan, NA; Mary Lynn Sinclair, RN; Larry Schoepf; Charlie Weishoff; John Fox and Ken Edmond.
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Progress continues on the third and fourth floors of Building 400, with the addition of door frames, steel studs, and the latest addition: drywall on the exterior walls.  Other work includes the insulation of the ductwork and plumbing, and the pulling of wires.  Once again, the photos tell the story:
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The drywall installation began on the west wing; this will be the Audiology Clinic on the third floor, located over Radiology.
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It’s beginning to look a lot like office and clinic space!!

Within the next week or two, the drywall will be place on interior walls as well.
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Two-inch thick insulation has been installed on the floor of the attic, then covered with another two inches of light concrete.  This material not only creates a nice smooth floor for the attic, but also provides thermal insulation for the fourth floor.
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This view of an attic wing (photo on the right)                shows the four inches of new “flooring” beyond the brick doorway.
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This is the attic (photo on the left).      Note the hole in the floor with the chain hanging down.  New ductwork will be pulled through this hole and will be hooked up to existing ductwork (on the right).  The big crane will return in early March to lift ductwork into the attic.
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Out with the old and in with the new! On the left, the OLD equipment used for our individual pager system; on the right, the NEW equipment, which will be located in the attic as well.


Inside the circle is one of many actuators, which are located on the Variable Air Volume (VAV) system.  The actuator is the control between the VAV and the thermostat, which regulates temperatures and airflow to individual rooms.

This assortment of electrical wires is being pulled into a smaller sized conduit than the wires shown last week (how do they keep them all straight?!).

A shutdown of the air handling system that feeds the first floor is scheduled for the first week in March; once it’s turned off, the system will be down for about a month.  The system will be shut down so new ductwork can be installed.  

Stay tuned for more next week….
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

Pharmacy Staff/Support Service Line – "I received several medications through the VA, and the service I receive is exemplary.  The filling of an ongoing prescription takes 4-5 days, is never late, and the subsequent billing is always correct.  Thank you very much for your fine service and, needless to say, the deal I am getting!  

La Crosse Clinic Staff/Primary Care Service Line - The staff at the La Crosse Clinic is WONDERFUL! "

Dr. Mark McConnell/Primary Care Service Line – "Dr. McConnell and everyone I have been in contact with here have been very helpful and very pleasant to deal with…..the doctor, nurses, and everyone at the check-in desk." 

Tina Scherreiks, Unit Coordinator, Health Administration Service Line – "Tina has been exceptionally helpful in getting any information I need, arranging appointments, etc. "
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK


"Keep away from people who belittle your ambitions. Small people always do that, but the really great make you feel that you too can become great."

Mark Twain
[image: image12.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"In union there is strength."

AESOP, fable, “The Bundle of Sticks,” Aesop’s Fables, with drawings by Fritz Kredel, p. 122 (1947).

“Union gives strength” is the version in The Fables of Aesop, ed. Joseph Jacobs, p. 87 (1964).
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

February 2004 

AMD/Low Vision Awareness Month— Physician Information: www.aao.org Public Information: www.medem.com/eyemd. www.preventblindness.org
American Heart Month—  www.americanheart.org
Black History Month— www.naacp.org or www.asalh.com
National Cancer Prevention Month— www.ifcp.us
National Dental Health Month— www.ada.org
National Women's Heart Health Month— www.libov.com 

Wise Health Consumer Month— www.healthylife.com
	22-28
	National Eating Disorders Awareness Week— www.NationalEatingDisorders.org and www.mentalhealthscreening.org

	27
	Kuwait Liberation Day (1991)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  



Left to right: 





Kurt Marshaus, Engineer; 


Stan Johnson, Director; 


Carol Harmon, Engineering Technician; Farshad Sanjari, Facilities Service Line Manager; and Jerry Molnar, Associate Director
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Left to right: 





Stan Johnson, 


Medical Center Director; Farshad Sanjari, 


Facilities Service Line Manager; and


Jerry Molnar, 


Associate Director





Left to right:





Stan Johnson, Director; 


Barb Ewers, Housekeeping Supervisor; 


Beverly Burkhalter, Housekeeping Aid; 


Farshad Sanjari, Facilities Service Line Manager; and Jerry Molnar, Associate Director 








Left to right: 





Stan Johnson, Director; 


Jim Thielen, Maintenance Supervisor; Rick Brockman, Motor Vehicle Operator; 


Farshad Sanjari, Facilities Service Line Manager; and Jerry Molnar, Associate Director




















TOMAH VA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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