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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS
Support Service Line, representing 115 years of federal service.

10 Years - Jaroslawa Szczerbaniuk, RPh, Pharmacist

                  George Szczerbaniuk, M.D., Radiologist

                  Maureen Bernhardt, Recreation Therapist

15 Years - Linda Larson, Dental Assistant

                  Rhonda Chambers, Pharmacy Technician

                  Sue Bauerle, Medical Technician

20 Years - Margaret Neidermann, Food Service Worker

                  R. Bruce Fischer, DDS, Dentist
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VALENTINES FOR VETS

For many years, the Ann Landers column included a letter in January inviting people to send Valentines to Veterans as part of the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Program.  Since Ms. Landers’ death, the letter has appeared in “Annie’s Mailbox,” which is written by Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime editors of the Ann Landers column.
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Each year, the Tomah VA receives about 5,000 (that's right 5,000!) valentine cards, which are distributed during National Salute Week.  Janet Olson, left, and Charlotte Izard, right, both volunteers with the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary of Sparta count and sort valentines on Friday afternoon before Salute Week.

NATIONAL SALUTE TO HOSPITALIZED VETERANS 

Next week's National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans (February 8-14) is a great way to begin the year by focusing public attention on the veterans we care for and strengthening our connections to the communities we serve. Valentine's Day is the perfect focus for programs and activities that invite citizens into our medical centers to honor veterans and learn about VA quality health care. 

Here is the schedule for this very busy week at our Medical Center!

February 8
Sauk County Day, Sponsored by Sauk County American Legion




1:30 p.m.  – Bingo in Main Dining Room


5:30 p.m. – Red Pin Bowling, sponsored by VFWA

February 9
9:00 a.m. -- Pool Tournament, in Midway



1:30 p.m. – Bingo in Midway & Ice Cream Sundaes, sponsored






by Military Order of the Purple Heart

February 10
9:00 a.m. – Social in Midway, sponsored by Veterans of 





Foreign Wars Auxiliary, Tomah




9am – 4 p.m. Arts & Crafts Display, Building 401, Room 3150

10:00 a.m. – Canteen Book Distribution, VFWA

11:30 a.m. – Limited Edition (Tomah High School Show Choir)




Main Dining Room

10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. – VAVS Chili Lunch Fundraiser, 

Building 406, Room 1655 - MIDWAY

1:30 p.m. – B-Squat Woody Music Social in Midway.







Root Beer Floats sponsored by VFWA #305, 

Eau Claire




7:00 p.m. – Vegas Night in Midway, Sponsored by American 

Legion #200, Black River Falls

February 11
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Bowling Tournament, sponsored by 




                        
Disabled American Veterans State Department




9am – 4 p.m. – Arts & Crafts Display, Building 401, Rm. 3150

11:30 a.m. - Valentine Cake, Cranberry Royalty, Chamber 







Ambassadors – Main Dining Room







Entertainment by Steven Hensley

10 a.m. – Crafts/Craft Kits in Midway

1:30 p.m. – Birthday Social in the Midway, Sponsored by






American Legion and Auxiliary #246, Genoa and
Veterans of Foreign Wars & Aux. #3032, Viroqua

6:30 – 8:00 p.m. – VALENTINE DANCE in Main Dining Room




Music provided by “Country Revival”

February 12
9am – 1 pm - Arts & Crafts Display, Building 401, Room 3150



10:00 a.m. – Bowling Awards, in Bowling Alley




1:30 p.m. – Arts & Crafts Awards Ceremony, Midway







Special Guest: MISS WISCONSIN






Sponsors:  BPO Elks and American Legion Auxiliary




7:00 p.m. – Bingo in Midway, Sponsored by the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Auxiliary, La Crosse

February 13
1:30 p.m. – Afternoon at the Races, Sponsored by AMVETS 

and Auxiliary 

February 14
1:30 p.m. – Bingo, sponsored by Disabled American Veterans 

Auxiliary #12
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Tomah VA Hosts Tomah Ministerial Association
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VA Chaplain Maynard Hofer hosted the monthly meeting of the Tomah Ministerial Association on Wednesday, February 4.  Leaders of churches from Tomah and Fort McCoy met and learned about the Tomah VA from Jerry Molnar, Associate Director.  They received information regarding the services provided at the Tomah VA, veterans’ eligibility criteria, volunteering at the VA, etc.

Chaplain Maynard explained the function of the VA Chaplains and took the guests on a tour of our Chapel and Chaplain’s offices.

[image: image4.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




LESSONS LEARNED/BEST PRACTICES

Do you like success stories?
Are you interested in learning more about what Tomah VA does best?

  Have we got some sites on the web for you!  

The Virtual Learning Center (VLC) is VA's tool for sharing innovations and informal knowledge.  Tomah has numerous lessons learned/best practices, submitted by our own facility authors, which can be viewed by accessing the VLC, or by clicking on the hyperlinks below.  Start clicking to read about what we do best, or what lessons we have learned!   

Best Practices
Diabetes Annual Review Clinic <http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2561&single=yes>
VA Medical Center, Tomah, WI Launches Health Care Career Programs, Nurse Aid <http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2545&single=yes>
We Support Our Troops

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2445&single=yes>
Other Lessons
Catch Me at My Best

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=1132&single=yes>
ChalleNGe Academy Volunteer Program

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=1081&single=yes>
Contracting for Physical Medicine Consultation and Electrodiagnostic Testing

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=857&single=yes>
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary Christmas Gift Store.

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=1079&single=yes>
Increasing Coding and Documentation Efficiency - a few simple steps

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=1240&single=yes>
Management of An Outbreak of Viral Gastroenteritis

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2349&single=yes>
Meeting Guidelines

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2351&single=yes>
Nurse Aid Program

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2533&single=yes>
Pony Express Rides Again at the Tomah VA

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2543&single=yes>
Preventing Complication of Hyponatremia Due to Psychogenic Polydipsia

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=921&single=yes>
Veterans Day Essay Contest at the Tomah VAMC

<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=1093&single=yes>
Weekly Highlights: an email newsletter for employees. 
<http://vaww.va.gov/vlc/cgi-bin/browse.asp?lesson=2350&single=yes>
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It’s been fun to watch the crane activity behind Building 400 from the tramway windows – many patients, visitors and employees have stopped to watch the action.  The crane will be leaving by the end of this week, but will be back again in a couple of months – we’ll let you know when! 
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The steam shutdown on February 2nd went smoothly, as expected.

The chiller pipes have been installed along the corridor leading from the tramway to Building 400.  The workers are not quite done yet, so the hallway will remain closed at night through the week of February 9th.

According to resident engineer Mark Butcher, next week “should be a quiet week.”  (
Stay tuned for more updates in future issues…
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HEY VA – HAVE YOU HEARD??

Voluntary Services will hold its annual Chili Lunch Fund-Raiser on Tuesday, February 10, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the MIDWAY (Building 406, Room 1655).  

To all employees and volunteers….HAVE WE GOT A SPECIAL DEAL FOR YOU!  Check out the Chili lunch menu and the great prices for our world famous VA Chili:

Price:

Menu:
$4.00 
Chili (with beans or without beans)



Toppings (cheese, sour cream, onions)



Crackers 



Pop or Coffee 



$4.50

Chili (with beans or without beans)



Toppings (cheese, sour cream, onions)



Crackers 



Pop or Coffee



BROWNIE OR CARROT CAKE

You can enjoy your chili in the Midway, as ample seating will be available, or you can carry it out.

All proceeds will help to sponsor various VA volunteer recognition activities.  Thanks in advance for your support!

Voluntary Services
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

John Brandes, Unit Coordinator/Health Administration Service Line – "John, the clerk at the front desk in LaCrosse, is very helpful and polite." 

Darci Kolb, NP/Primary Care Service Line – "Darci has been my provider since July 2002.  in that period of time she has shown nothing but professionalism and human compassion, and that is what makes her the perfect health care worker."

Gary Loethen, Ph.D./Mental Health Service Line – "Dr. Loethen is a wealth of knowledge and insight.  He has the ability to separate salient facts from otherwise irrelevant information.  He can and does apply prescribed healing methods in particular situations.  He also has gone out of his way to aid veterans with resuming normal lives."

John Krupela, R.N./Primary Care Service Line – "John was more than patient with my husband who was admitted and needed IV therapy.  He did everything possible to make him comfortable, and did it cheerfully!"
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK

                                                      
"A pessimist is one who makes difficulties of his opportunities and an optimist is one who makes opportunities of his difficulties."

Harry Truman
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"What we need in the United States is not division.  What we need in the United States is not hatred.  What we need in the United States is not violence or lawlessness, but love and wisdom and compassion toward one another, and a feeling of justice toward those who still suffer within our country whether they be white or they be black.  Let us dedicate ourselves to what the Greeks wrote so many years ago: To tame the savageness of man and make gentle the life of this world.  Let us dedicate ourselves to that and say a prayer for our country and our people."

Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY.  One of the inscriptions at the Robert F. Kennedy gravesite in Arlington National Cemetery.

These words are taken from his extemporaneous eulogy of Martin Luther King, Jr., given at the airport in Indianapolis, Indiana, April 4, 1968.-Robert F. Kennedy: Promises to Keep, sel. Arthur Wortman and Richard Rhodes, p. 33 (1969) The printed version lacks the first two sentences above and a few words of the third, and there are other minor variations in wording.
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AMERICAN VETERAN AWARDS PROGRAM SUNDAY

Tune in to the 9th annual American Veteran Awards, "A Tribute to Freedom," premiering Sunday, February 8, at 6:00 p.m. CST on the History Channel!   Hosted by "Mail Call's" R. Lee Ermey, this is a star-studded tribute to America's past, present and future military and their families.  In cooperation with the Department of Defense and sponsors, Procter & Gamble and AT&T, military spouses and service members from Operation Iraqi Freedom receive inaugural awards.  Other honorees include Cliff Robertson, Sam Elliott, David James Elliott, Madeleine Stowe, Lonestar and Wal-Mart.  For more info, check the Web at http://www.avashow.com.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

February 2004 

AMD/Low Vision Awareness Month— Physician Information: www.aao.org Public Information: www.medem.com/eyemd. www.preventblindness.org
American Heart Month—  www.americanheart.org
Black History Month— www.naacp.org or www.asalh.com
National Cancer Prevention Month— www.ifcp.us
National Dental Health Month— www.ada.org
National Women's Heart Health Month— www.libov.com 

Wise Health Consumer Month— www.healthylife.com
	1-7 
	Women's Heart Week - www.womensheartfoundation.org

	1-7
	National Consumer Protection Week

	8-14
	National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans

	8-14
	Cardiovascular Professionals Week

	8-15
	Cardiac Rehabilitation Week

	12
	Lincoln's Birthday

	13
	Women's Marine Corps Created (1943)

	14
	Valentine's Day

	15-21
	Heart Failure Awareness Week

	16
	Presidents’ Day 

	22
	Washington's Birthday 

	22-28
	National Eating Disorders Awareness Week— www.NationalEatingDisorders.org and www.mentalhealthscreening.org

	23
	Desert Storm Ground War Began (1991)

	27
	Kuwait Liberation Day (1991)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  
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TOMAH VA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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