TOMAH VAMC WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

[image: image1.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




July 14-18, 2003

[image: image16.wmf] 


FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS

            Facilities Service Line, representing 30 years of service. 

30 Years – Richard Peterson 
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Left to right:  Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director; Richard Peterson, Gardener; and Jim Thielen, Maintenance Supervisor.    
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION AWARDS

Congratulations to John Greenwell, Materials Handler, for receiving a Special Contribution Award for working with the Supply, Processing and Distribution (SPD) staff on various storage issues within the SPD area.  He helped identify which items the SPD staff needed to have addressed and graciously allowed them to be stored in the Warehouse area.  
Congratulations to Ken Schelfhout, Compliance Officer, for receiving a VISN Special Contribution Award for the extra effort and initiative exhibited on the part of the VISN 12 Compliance Council. 
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VA EMPLOYEE RETIRES

Mental Health Service Line employee, Ann Gerzel, nurse/specialist-psychiatry retired following 25 years of service. 
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Pictured left to right:  Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff; Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director; Ann Gerzel, R.N.; and Dr. David Houlihan, Mental Health Service Line Manager. 
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"PIECE-MAKERS" DONATION

Ladies from the “Piece-Makers” group in Independence, Wisconsin, donated forty colorful and "homey" lap robes this week.  Three veterans display the lap robes with two of the seamstresses: Irene Halama from Whitehall, Wisconsin (left) and Anna Onstad from  Independence, Wisconsin.
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         STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST CARDS

Julie Rayburn, PAC, and Josie Brad, Receptionist/Wausau CBOC – " Thank you for the lovely flower arrangement.  The care and kindness you gave my husband was deeply appreciated.  I would especially like to thank Julie and Josie, who went out of their way to help us."

Karen Hanson, Patient Services Assistant/LaCrosse CBOC – "Karen is very pleasant and understanding.  She has a very kind personality."

Dr. Richard Ahn, physician/Primary Care Service Line – "I just want to say THANK YOU for giving me oxygen tanks so I could take my wife on vacation."

Dr. Peter Finch, physician/Primary Care Service Line – "Dr. Finch is the best doctor here." 
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JOKES OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Rita Puttkammer)   

A couple from Minneapolis decided to go to Florida for a long weekend to thaw out during one particularly icy winter - not than Minnesota is famous for such things... Anyway, because both had busy careers, they had difficulty coordinating their travel schedules.  It was decided that the husband would fly to Florida on a Thursday, and his wife would follow the next day.  Upon arriving as planned, the husband checked into the hotel.  There he decided to open his laptop and send his wife an e-mail back in Minneapolis.  However, he accidentally left off one letter in her address, and sent the e-mail without realizing his error.

In Houston, a widow had just returned from her husband’s funeral. He was a minister of many years who had been “called home to Glory” following a heart attack.  The widow checked her e-mail, expecting condolence messages from relatives and friends.  Upon reading the first message, she fainted and fell to the floor.  The widow’s son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor and saw the message on the computer screen which read:

To:
My Loving Wife

From:
Departed Husband


Subject;  I’ve Arrived!

I’ve just arrived and have been checked in.  Everything went very smoothly after my departure.  I also verified that everything has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow.  Looking forward to seeing you then!  Hope your journey is an uneventful as mine was.

P.S.  It sure is hot down here!!

(Submitted by Nancy Patterson)   

> >
> > A woman in a hot air balloon realized she was lost. She lowered altitude > and > > spotted a man in a boat below.  She shouted to him, “Excuse me, can you > help > > me?  I promised a friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I don’t know > > where I am!”

> >
> > The man consulted his portable GPS and replied, “You’re in a hot air > balloon > > approximately 30 feet above sea level.  You are 31 degrees, 14.97 minutes > > north latitude and 100 degrees, 49.09 minutes west longitude.”

> >
> > She rolled her eyes and said, “You must be a Republican.”

> >
> > “I am,” replied the man.  “How did you guess?”

> >
> > “Well,” answered the balloonist, “everything you told me is technically > > correct, but I have no idea what to make of your information, and I’m > still > > lost.  Frankly, you’ve not been much help to me.”

> >
> > The man smiled and responded, “You must be a Democrat.”

> >
> > “I am,” replied the balloonist.  “How did you know?”

> >
> > “Well,” said the man, “You don’t know where you are, or where you’re > going. > > You’ve risen to where you are due to a large quantity of > > hot air. You made a promise that you have no idea how to keep, and you > > expect ME to solve your problem. > > You’re in EXACTLY the same position you were in before we met, but > somehow, > > now it’s MY fault!”> >
Jokes to be considered for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent to Mental Health Service Line.   
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                             RECIPE OF THE WEEK

  (None submitted this week)

Recipes for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent via e-mail message to carla.loging@med.va.gov.
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK




People are just as happy as they make up their minds to be. 

Abraham Lincoln
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

July

Cell Phone Courtesy Month (www.etiquetteexpert.com)

National Recreation and Parks Month (www.nrpa.org)

Bioterrorism/Disaster Education Awareness Month (www.ppsinc.org)

13-19
National Therapeutic Recreation Week

21
VA Established (1930)

26 
DoD Formed (1947)

27
Korean War Ended (1953)

27
Parent’s Day

28
WWI Began (1914)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.
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