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Federal Service Awards 

Mental Health Service Line, representing 25 years of service. 

Rebecca Gilley recently completed 25 years of federal service.  She has been a Psychology Technician since September 13, 1987 and is assigned to the Mental Health Service Line.  Becky graduated from the UW Madison with a BA in English Literature.  She has had other assignments at this Medical Center as a Unit Coordinator and a Supply Clerk.  She lives in the Tomah area with her husband, Jim.  They have three daughters – Tomi – 23 yrs old (and son-in-law Kevin Randall); Kendra – 21 yrs old; and Kelli – 13 yrs old.  Becky keeps busy with family activities such as camping and attending their children’s sporting and music events and she finds time for herself for reading.  Becky is involved in her church as a member of the Parish Education Committee and helping out in the Sunday school office.  Becky also wanted to mention - “The years that I’ve worked at the VA have gone by very quickly.  I have really enjoyed all the different people I have met and worked with over the years.”  Congratulations are extended to Becky for 25 years of government service.  
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION AWARDS

Congratulations to the following Primary Care Service Line employees for responding quickly to support the military in their mission by augmenting services and problem solving numerous issues, such as slow computer systems, new and changing military staff in the clinic, and limited space.  Several VA staff persons selflessly offered their time and talents to keep operations moving and assure that processing of soldier’s care occurred.  These individuals provided extraordinary effort on an intensive basis throughout the course of the war.  

Jill Welch – Medical Administrative Assistant, Health Administration Service Line

Ken Dean – Medical Administrative Assistant, Health Administration Service Line

Jane Pasch – Medical Administrative Assistant, Health Administration Service Line

Tammy Worzalla – Patient Services Assistant, Health Administration Service Line

Donna Lodahl – Radiologic Technologist, Support Service Line 

Owen Thornsen – Radiologic Technologist, Support Service Line

Cynthia Kail – Radiologic Technologist, Support Service Line

Robert Zupancich – Pharmacist, Support Service Line

David Dettle – Pharmacist, Support Service Line

Kari Johnson – Pharmacist, Support Service Line

Annette Stevens – Pharmacy Technician, Support Service Line

Julie Burkwalt – Registered Nurse, Primary Care Service Line

Tayna Schwanke – Registered Nurse, Primary Care Service Line

Linda Marten – Registered Nurse, Primary Care Service Line

Jeff Puttkammer – Registered Nurse, Primary Care Service Line

Linda Griffin Patient Services Assistant

Chas Bruder – Patient Services Assistant, Troop Medical Clinic

Alice Kirking - Registered Nurse, Troop Medical Clinic

Jim Fosbinder – Health Technician, Troop Medical Clinic

Marcia Church – Pharmacy Technician, Troop Medical Clinic

Carol Olsen – Medical Administrative Assistant, Health Administration Service Line

Bruce Peth – Medical Administrative Assistant, Health Administration Service Line

Rosemary Lawrence – Patient Services Assistant, Health Administration Service Line

Paula Calkins – Registered Nurse, Primary Care Service Line
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WELCOME – WELCOME – WELCOME

We would like to welcome the following new employees to our facility.
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Front Row (left to right sitting):  Madonna Baker (Medical Care Cost Recovery), Basil Johnson (Nursing Assistant 406B), Kendra Grilley (Nursing Aid 406A), Megan Grilley (Nursing Aid 402).

Second Row: Misty Bauman (Nursing Aid 403B), Sarah Streeter (Nursing Aid 402), Babette Galstad (Staff nurse 406B), Joslyn Sommerfelt (Nursing Aid 406A), Adrienne Corrigan (Nursing Aid 403A).

Third Row:  Betty Jo Peterson  (Staff nurse 403B), Linda Nault (Primary Care Service Line Secretary), Cassandra Ferries (Nursing Aid 406B), Valerie Rae Nelson (Nurse Manager/Primary Care), Sarah Allman (Administrative Resident).

Back Row:  Jordan Greeno (Nursing Aid 403A). David Rickert (Nursing Aid 406B), Dr. Omer Sharif (Physician/Primary Care).

Standing on the right (front to back): Greg Martin (Staff nurse 400B), Josh Juracich (Nursing Aid 403B), Tony Amato (Electrician), Jerry Molnar (Associate Director).
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VETS DAY VIII

Patients and staff were treated to a picnic and fun-filled day on Saturday, July 19.  “Vets Day” is sponsored by a variety of groups from the southeast part of Wisconsin – the United Auto Worker (UAW) Local 180 Veterans Committee is the founding group, but others involved with the project include Vietnam Veterans of America (VOA) Motorcycle Clubs, Marine Corps League, and additional UAW groups.  

More than 110 volunteers came to support this program!  They traveled to Tomah from as far away as Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha, Janesville, Sheboygan, La Crosse, Rochester (Minnesota), Crete (Illinois), and Cedar Falls (Iowa).  The volunteers cooked a delicious lunch of brats, burgers, hot dogs, corn, baked beans, ice cream, pop and lots more.  They also provided all patient escorts for the day.  Disc jockey, “Rock ‘n Roll,” volunteered his services for the day.  If there was ever a need, all that was needed was for someone to call, “VOLUNTEER!” and people came running!  

If the day itself wasn’t special enough, the Vets Day folks showered the Tomah VA with gifts.  Two DVD players were donated, as well as an assortment of DVD movies; patients received gift bags full of snacks and personal comfort items; socks, hats and t-shirts were freely given to the veterans; and games were played with stuffed animals and other items as prizes.  A veteran brought his button-making machine and made all the volunteers official VETS DAY buttons/nametags.  One woman donated three wheelchairs (two of them electric), and there were a number of monetary donations – over $3400 so far (the Vets Day leader anticipates additional donations).  Vets Day supports Tomah VA’s satellite television programming – our annual cost is over $9000 to provide television programming to our hospitalized patients; the money donated by Vets Day will help fund this entertainment for our veterans.

Vets Day began in Tomah and the organization is now incorporated – Vets Day events now take place in Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois and Michigan.

Vets Day IX will be July 17, 2004 – We can’t wait!
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Donations abounded – including this flatbed full of books and “National Geographics” magazines for our patient library.
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An American Legion Post in Illinois sponsors this traveling “Wall,” which memorializes the veterans from Illinois who died in WWII, Korea, Vietnam and the Persian Gulf.
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The Vietnam Veterans of America Motorcycle Club roared in together; then the members went to work escorting patients to the festivities.
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Patients enjoyed a variety of game and gift booths.
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Everyone enjoyed the meal and the friendships that were formed between volunteers and patients!
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This bike speaks for itself!
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Suzanne’s Vision Dance Company performed on Saturday.  

Their final number was a beautiful and solemn dance to “God Bless America,” complete with sign language.

Dancers included: Annaliese Wagner, Edric Wagner, Nic Hefner, Becca Kramer, Mary Patterson*, Lauren Patterson*, Tiffany Brookman*, Dena Trowbridge, Kristi Doyle, and Julia Genrich.  (* Denotes a VA employee’s child; Emily Schack*, is also a member of the group but did not dance on Saturday.
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Vets Day Chairman, John Schenkenberg (right) presents monetary donations to Jerry Molnar, Associate Director.  Over $3400 was donated in all!
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Tradition is important at Vets Day.  At the conclusion of each event, the volunteers circle and hold hands while their theme song, “All Gave Some, Some Gave All,” plays.

[image: image5.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




         STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST CARDS

Facilities Service Line/Building 406 Housekeeping & Maintenance – "I really don't know how to thank all of the housekeepers and maintenance personnel.  While I was only at Tomah VA for a short stay, I would like everyone to know how nice, clean and safe the buildings and grounds are.  They are kept so neat and clean.  It's a wonderful thing to have a team like you do."  

Wanda Lockhart, RN, staff nurse/Primary Care and Dr. Obiamiwe Umeh (locum tenens physician)/Primary Care – "I would like to thank you for your help.  It's great to know someone thinks about the veteran and understands the pain they are in and going through.  My husband had a miserable trip getting to the doctor, but needed to find out exactly what had happened to his knee.  My husband was very happy with Dr. Umeh.  I just can't express his (and my) relief after he met with you (Wanda Lockhart) and Dr. Umeh.  I want to thank both of you for everything. "

Dr. Peter Finch, staff physician/Primary Care – "I was transported here by ambulance.  Everyone here has been very professional.  Thank you all!"

Steve Quammen, Nursing Assistant/Extended Care Service Line – "I like Steve….he's very efficient, and a very nice guy."
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Karen Hollingsworth, Health Administration Service Line)

Jack decided to go skiing with his buddy, Bob.  They loaded up Jack’s SUV and headed north. After driving for a few hours, they got caught in a terrible blizzard. They pulled into a nearby farm and asked the attractive lady who answered the door if they could spend the night.

 “I realize it’s terrible weather out there and I have this huge house all to myself, but I’m recently widowed,” she explained.  “I’m afraid the neighbors will talk if I let you stay in my house.”

 “Don’t worry,” Jack said.  “We’ll be happy to sleep in the barn.  And if the weather breaks, we’ll be gone at first light.”

The lady agreed, and the two men found their way to the barn and settled in for the night.  Come morning, the weather had cleared, and they got on their way.  They enjoyed a great weekend of skiing.

About nine months later, Jack got an unexpected letter from an attorney.  It took him a few  minutes to figure it out, but he finally determined that it was from the attorney of that attractive widow he had met on the ski weekend.

He dropped in on his friend Bob and asked, “Bob, do you remember that good-looking widow from the farm we stayed at on our ski holiday up North?”

 “Yes, I do.”

 “Did you happen to get up in the middle of the night, go up to the house and pay her a visit?”

“Yes,” Bob said, a little embarrassed about being found out.  “I have to admit that I did.”

 “And did you happen to use my name instead of telling her your name?”

Bob’s face turned red and he said, “Yeah, sorry, buddy.  I’m afraid I did.  Why do you ask?”

“She just died and left me everything.”

> >
Jokes to be considered for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent to Mental Health Service Line.   
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                             RECIPE OF THE WEEK

  (None submitted this week)

Recipes for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent via e-mail message to carla.loging@med.va.gov.
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK




Definition of happiness: The full use of your powers along lines of excellence. 

John F. Kennedy
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

July

Cell Phone Courtesy Month (www.etiquetteexpert.com)

National Recreation and Parks Month (www.nrpa.org)

Bioterrorism/Disaster Education Awareness Month (www.ppsinc.org)

26 
DoD Formed (1947)

27
Korean War Ended (1953)

27
Parent’s Day

28
WWI Began (1914)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.
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