[image: image1.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




[image: image21.wmf] 

[image: image22.png]


          

    TOMAH VAMC WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS
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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS
Tina Scherreiks, Health Administration Service Line, representing 10 years of service. 

Support Service Line, representing 35 years of service:

10 years - Deena Olson

25 years - Vicki Church

[image: image27.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]Vs ERRRRRRR RNy




[image: image28.jpg]



[image: image3.png]



Mental Health Service Line, representing 65 years of service:

30 years – Delores Doers 

35 years – Gene Richer 

DOLORES DOERS – 30 Year Service Award: Dolores Doers recently received her 30-year service award.  Dolores is the secretary in the Mental Health Community Residence Program.  She is also the timekeeper for the Mental Health nursing employees.  Dolores started as a Nursing Assistant at this medical center and worked in that position for about 26 years.  Due to permanent shoulder injuries she was pulled “kicking and screaming” out of nursing and placed in her current position in March 2000.  She heard that Bob Karpinsky (her supervisor) was promised a secretary, and as Dolores says, “he got me!”  She goes on to say, “The three social workers I work with are very patient, helpful and pleasant about my shortcomings.  After all, I tell them – I’m better than nothing!”  Dolores gets involved in community activities by assisting the “little Warrens” community.  She is a Cranberry Country Lioness and helps with other worthwhile causes.  She is an avid reader and also keeps busy planning crafting projects.  Her husband is retired and they enjoy traveling as much as possible.  Dolores comments she is “impressed with the fine care our veterans receive here, and know this will always be the case."  Congratulations to Dolores on 30 years of government service.
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Left to right:  Lisa Doherty, Administrative Assistant/Chief of Staff; Bob Karpinsky, Social Worker; Dolores Doers, Secretary; and Stan Johnson, MC Director.
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION AWARDS

Congratulations to the following Support Service Line employees for receiving Special Contribution Awards for their recent exemplary teamwork while providing coverage and multiple extra duties while the Recreation Assistant position was vacant.  These therapists consistently demonstrate care and compassion for our veterans and put our veterans needs first!
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Jean Calhoun
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Danita DuBord 
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Dawn Rue
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Ted Schleicher
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Left to right: Sarah Allman, Administrative Assistant (AA)/Support Service Line Manager; Lisa Doherty, AA/Chief of Staff; Ted Schleicher, recreation therapist; Danita DuBord, recreation therapist; Dawn Rue, recreation therapist; Stan Johnson, MC Director; and Maureen Bernhardt, Recreation Therapy Coordinator.
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Left to right:  Sarah Allman, AA/Support Service Line Manager; Maureen Bernhardt, Recreation Therapy Coordinator; Jean Calhoun, Music Therapist; and Stan Johnson, MC Director
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JOINT COMMISSION ON THE ACCREDITATION OF HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATIONS (JCAHO) UPDATE

JCAHO recently notified our facility informing us all recommendations previously placed on our accreditation status have been met.  Congratulations to all employees on our effective resolution of the recommendations.  

Way to go Tomah!
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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The newest activity taking place on Building 400 is on the outside – roofers have been working for a couple of weeks.  If the weather cooperates, the new roof could be done in six weeks.  

The shingles were removed on the west side of the building late last week.  The first step is the application of waterproof felt; later, new shingles will be added.


Our recent sunny weather has made it great to be a roofer!  These workers must not be afraid of heights!

August 4th is the scheduled date for the final inspection of Building 400, third floor.  The fourth floor’s inspection date is not set yet, but is expected to be in late August.  A “punch list” will be developed from those inspections – a “to-do” list of work that must be accomplished before VA finalizes the project.  

We hope to have the outpatient clinics on the third floor open for business on October 4.  Here are some more pictures of the inside of Building 400.


Carpet is laid out for the large reception area/waiting room on the third floor.

Some of the newer happenings on the third floor include installing corner guards to protect walls and placing handrails in hallways.


This is a photo of a reception window on the fourth floor, and one of the beautiful designs in the terrazzo flooring.  Notice the matching design on the wall.


Valances will dress up the windows in 

the main hallway on the third floor.  The valances will remain in plastic until the construction is complete to keep them clean.


There is still a lot of work being done on the fourth floor.

Some of the recent accomplishments on the fourth floor include laying out most of the ceramic tile on floor, installing casework (cabinets), and starting to place the wall tiles in bathrooms. 

New windows on the third floor will bring in a lot of sunshine.  This area on the third floor will be used for stress tests and pulmonary function tests.
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VA Volunteer of the Month!

Ken Smith is the July VA Volunteer of the Month!  


Ken volunteers for the Disabled American Veterans, American Legion, and the Vietnam Veterans of America.  He has been a volunteer for 13 years and in that time has recorded 8,634 hours.  In April 2004, he received the 7,500-hour award!

Ken works in Recreation, where he helps with trips, cookouts, parties, Camp American Legion, and other activities.  He enjoys working with the patients, staff, and other volunteers.  In April, Ken wrote the following:

“I became a volunteer in 1991 because I wanted to help other veterans, hospital staff, and volunteers for all the help I received, and continue to receive.  I enjoy working with the veterans because I learn a lot from them.  I have (and continue to) recommend that others become volunteers because of the personal satisfaction they can and will receive by doing things with, and helping, veterans.  My plans are to continue to be a VA volunteer until I am no longer able to.  It has been, and continues to be, a fun and rewarding thing to do.”

Ken is a United States Army veteran, both active duty and active-reserves.  He served one tour in Vietnam and two and a half years in West Berlin (while the “wall” was still up). 

Ken is an avid fisherman – he especially enjoys fishing for large mouth bass.  The biggest large mouth bass he caught was 11.3 pounds and 29 inches long!  This fish tied the state record set in 1940!

Ken lives in Tomah and has one brother and two sisters.  He also has one niece and two great nieces.

Congratulations, Ken, on being the July VA Volunteer of the Month!
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST

Karen Rezin, Support Service Line/Kinesiotherapist – "This spring the VA provided a motorized scooter for my dad.  He broke his hip a year ago and spent six weeks at the VA in Tomah.  He also has other medical issues so is unable to drive.  The scooter has been the best thing for him…..he takes himself to the nutrition site, to the convenience store and even travels down the bike trail to our local community to get a hair cut.  It has given him back his independence.  Thank you!"

Helene Stein, Support Service Line/Recreation Therapy Assistant - "Dear Helene, Thank you for all your help when the Eastern Star Group held the bingo party for the veterans.  We will do it again."

Building 408A staff – "Thank you to all the great nurses and care givers that gave my husband so much love and care.  It was a blessing to see."
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 LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK

Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off your goal.  

Henry Ford
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"This extraordinary war in which we are engaged falls heavily upon all classes of people, but the most heavily upon the soldier.  For it has been said, all that a man hath will he give for his life; and while all contribute of their substance the soldier puts his life at stake, and often yields it up in his country’s cause.  The highest merit, then, is due to the soldier."

President ABRAHAM LINCOLN, remarks at closing of sanitary fair, Washington, D.C., March 18, 1864 – The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, ed. Roy P Basler, vol. 7, pp. 253-54 (1953).
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      SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

August 2004 

Cataract Awareness Month— Physician Information: www.aao.org Public Information: www.medem.com/eyemd and www.preventblindness.org
Clear Air Month— www.lungusa.org
Medic Alert Awareness Month— www.medicalert.org
National Immunization Awareness Month— www.partnersforimmunization.org
Psoriasis Awareness Month— www.psoriasis.org
Spinal Muscular Atrophy Awareness Month— www.fsma.org
	2-6
	VAOffice of Public Affairs National Training Conference, New Orleans, La.

	4
	Coast Guard Day (1790)

	6
	Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima (1945)

	7
	Purple Heart (1782)

	7
	Battle of Guadalcanal (1942)

	9
	Atomic Bomb on Nagasaki (1945)

	13-29
	Olympic Games in Athens — http://www.athens2004.com/athens2004/

	14
	V-J Day (1945)

	15-21
	National Health Center Week— www.nachc.com/

	16
	National Airborne Day

	19
	19th Amendment Ratified (1920)

	26
	Women's Equality Day
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  
Left to right:  Stan Johnson, Medical Center (MC) Director; Deena Olson, Physical Therapist; and Dr. David Houlihan, Acting Chief of Staff




















Left to right:  Dr. Kurt Euller, Mental Health Service Line Manager; Sandy Dunek, Nurse Manager; Gene Richer, Nursing Assistant; Dr. David Houlihan, Acting Chief of Staff; and Stan Johnson, MC Director
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Left to right:  Jean Villhauer, Acting Support Service Line Manager; Sherry Schack, Laboratory Supervisor; Vicki Church, Secretary; and Stan Johnson, MC Director
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