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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS

            Extended Care Service Line, representing 25 years of service. 
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Left to right:  Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director, Sherry Tolle, R.N.; Jolene Renda, R.N., Extended Care Service Line Manager, and Gloria Dettle, R.N., Nurse Manager

Primary Care Service Line, representing 70 years of service.

20 years – Jane Sutton, R.N.

                                 Barbara Smith, N.A.

               30 years – Cheryl Schara, R.N.
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Left to right: Jackie Morphey, R.N., Acting Nurse Manager;  Jane Sutton, R.N.; Barbara Smith, N.A.; Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director, and Deborah Thiel, Primary Care Service Line Manager
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Left to right:  Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff; Dr. Richard Ahn, Acting Clinical Director, Primary Care; Deborah Thiel, Primary Care Service Line Manager; Cheryl Schara, Head Nurse, Primary Care, and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director
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Marty Riggs, will be celebrating his 90th birthday on June 18.


I am planning a birthday celebration for him on building 406 room 201 on June 18. The veterans have lunch at 11:30am, so will begin when they are finished and serve cake and ice cream, approximately 11:45am.
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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION AWARDS

Congratulations to the following laboratory employees (Pathology & Laboratory Medicine Produce Line) that received Special Contribution Awards for the significant effort put forth to support the recent laboratory workload associated with the deployment efforts under the DOD Sharing Agreement with Fort McCoy.

Debra Buswell, Medical Technologist 

Alta Leuthold, Medical Technologist

Rebecca Erickson, Medical Technologist 

Colleen Fanning, Medical Technologist 

Carla Prescott, Medical Technologist 

Angela Haldeman, Medical Technologist

Susan Bauerle, Medical Technician 

Peggy Meyer, Medical Technician 

Vicki Church, Secretary 

Congratulations to the following nutrition and food operations (Support Service Line) employees that received Special Contribution Awards for the training they provided to personnel assigned to the 452nd Combat Support Hospital. 

Maurice Amundson, Cook 

Susan Brueggeman, Cook 

Stephen Clark, Cook 

Kevin Landowski, Cook 
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         STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST CARDS

Our facility recently received an "Installation Commander's Certificate" signed by Colonel Michael Staszak.  The certificate reads, "Presented to Veterans Affairs Medical Center in recognition of your outstanding support and service to the Fort McCoy Community during my tenure as Commander.  Your efforts have been very much appreciated and have not gone unnoticed.  Thanks for a job well done."

Lisa Schueller (Patient Services Assistant/Health Administration Service Line) – "Lisa comes in early to work and opens the gates to have everything ready for all veterans so they don't have to wait to get their records for appointments.  She also has a great personality." 

Support Service Line/nutrition and food service - "My army reserve unit was activated to Fort McCoy in February in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  While preparing for a possible mission in Kuwait or Iraq, meals were provided to us by a private contractor.  Consequently, our food service personnel did not have a chance to train in their military occupational skill.  In April, VA Medical Center-Tomah came to our rescue.  

From April 28 to May 15 we were fortunate to work in the Food Operations and Clinical Dietetics Departments of the medical Center.  Jean Villhauer, RD, Nutrition and Production Manager, designed a creative training schedule for our 20 soldiers, facilitating opportunities in food production and clinical nutrition.  Chefs Moe Amundson, Kevin Landowski and Steve Clark are top-notch trainers who eagerly shared their expertise.  Supervisors, Julie Wendland, Susan O'Rourke and Nancy Morrell saw to it that the personnel maximized their participation in the cafeteria and patient tray assembly areas. 

Jean also coordinated afternoon sessions with Kelly Christen and the clinical dietitian staff, including Kathy Johnson, Anne Wallus, and Ann Kiel.  The cooks particularly liked working with the dietitians in carrying out nutrition assessments, implementing nutrition care plans and interacting with residents during meal rounds.  

All of the employees welcomed the soldiers and readily displayed their knowledge and pride in their work.  We noticed that many staff members have lengthy records of service, a positive indicator of job satisfaction and management success of an organization. 

I wish to express my thanks to you and the hospital staff for supporting the soldiers at Fort McCoy and Operation Enduring Freedom/Iraqi Freedom during the memorable in our country's history."
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JCAHO PREPARATION

By Nancy Patterson, Performance Improvement Director 
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Stay tuned for more next week!
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

(None submitted this week)  
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GETTING READY FOR JCAHO

Stay tuned for more next week!
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                              RECIPE OF THE WEEK

                                    (Anonymous Submission)

Recipes for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent via e-mail message to carla.loging@med.va.gov.
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Rebecca Frey)

TEAM means……

    





     Together

                                    


     Everyone

     Achieves

               More!
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

JUNE

National Safety Month (www.nsc.org)

National Aphasia Awareness Month (www.aphasia.org)

Vision Research Month (www.preventblindness.org)

22-28
National Deaf-Blind Awareness Week

23-27
OPA Training Conference, Dallas, TX

25
Korean War Anniversary

27
National HIV Testing Day (www.nhtd.org)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.
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