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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS

            Extended Care Service Line, representing 25 years of service. 

25 years - Emily Anderson, NA
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Pictured left to right:  Jolene Renda, RN, Extended Care Service Line Manager; Gloria Dettle, RN, Nurse Manager; Emily Anderson, NA; and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director.  

Mental Health Service Line, representing 50 years of service.

25 years – Glenda Hancock, NA

               


         Barbara Brown, NA
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Pictured left to right:  Sandra Gregar, Acting Associate Director; Sandra Dunek, RN, Nurse Manager; Glenda Hancock, NA; Dr. David Houlihan, Clinical Director, Mental Health; Barbara Brown, NA; and Dr. Kurt Euller, Mental Health Service Line Manager. 
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WELCOME HOME!

Dr. Frank Marcantonio recently returned to our facility following completion of his military active duty. Pictured below presenting Dr. Marcantonio with a Cross pen to welcome him back is (left to right) Sandra Gregar, Acting Associate Director; Jeff Evanson, Acting Support Service Line Manager; Dr. Frank Marcantonio, staff dentist; and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director.
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RETIREMENTS 

Steve Oppelt, Facilities Service Line/Fireman recently retired following 26 years of federal service. 
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Barbara Johnson, RN, Nurse Manager, recently retired following 31 years of federal service.

Ms. Johnson began her career at the Tomah VA as a Graduate Nurse Technician in September of 1969.   For a short time, she resigned to stay home with her children and later returned to work.  The VA funded her return to school for her BSN at Viterbo.  (She comments, “This was an excellent benefit and I will be forever grateful for that opportunity. Since I am a baby-boomer and a life-long-learner, I valued the return to the educational arena to stimulate my enthusiasm for the profession”).  

Ms. Johnson’s immediate retirement plans include gardening (Martha Stewart style), landscaping, traveling and visiting her 103 year old Aunt, Martha, her parents, her children who have left the nest (David, Kristen, and Teresa), and spending time with her husband, Curt, who retired over six years ago.  

Ms. Johnson would like to thank everyone who attended her retirement party, sent well wishes, as well as contributing to her retirement gift.   
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Left to right:  Sandra Gregar, Acting Associate Director; Barbara Johnson, RN; Dr. Kurt Euller, Mental Health Service Line Manager, and Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff.

[image: image9.png]———— ok kA Ak ok ok ok o




AND THE NOMINEES ARE………

The following individuals were nominated for the Nursing Excellence Award; however, were not available on the date the nominees/winners were announced (please refer to the May 5-9, 2003 edition of the Weekly Highlights for detailed article).
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VA PRIDE IS SHOWING

Employees of the Ambulatory Care & Processing Section of Health Administration Service Line showed their VA spirit by all wearing their Tomah VAMC polo shirts.  These employees are our front-line customer service specialists, and are here to ensure satisfaction for our veterans 

and their families!
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Pictured left to right: Front row; Lisa Schueller, Darlene Nelson, Renee Bailey, Wendy Zellmer,  Rosemary Lawrence, Ruth Benzing (Supervisor), and Tammy Worzalla.  Back row; Karen Hollingsworth, Judy Smith, Shelby Frei, Tina Rosin, Kim Dechant, Susan McGarry, Linda Griffin, Kate Sheets, and Monica  Jacobs.

Missing when the picture was taken:  Kelly Honish, John Brandes, Charles Bruder, and Jeannine Gerke
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TAKE YOUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS TO WORK DAY
“Take Your Sons and Daughters to Work Day” was held on Thursday, May 15th.   We had a wonderful turnout with 29 children participating.  The children visited their parents’ work areas in the morning from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  and then the children and some of the parents toured our facility.  Areas visited included the fire station, greenhouse, physical therapy clinic, nutrition and food service and police service.  Special thanks to Harold Gjersvig, Jean Villhauer, Marilyn Randolph, Steve Amling, Cindy Lien, Zach Hibma, and Mark Palik who took time out of their busy schedules to explain their work areas and make the tour “interesting, educational and FUN!”  After the tour, the children and parents enjoyed a pizza lunch, courtesy of the Canteen Dividend Fund.    The Federal Women’s Program Committee sponsored this event.    
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Students and parents that participated in “Take Your Sons and Daughters to Work Day” pose for a picture with our Medical Center Director, Stan Johnson.
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Marilyn Randolph, physical therapy assistant, demonstrates the lift used to place patients in the Hubbard tank. 
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Chief Amling, accompanied by Officer Lien, talks to students about firearm safety.
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                             STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST CARDS

From April 28-May 15, VA Nutrition and Food Service provided training to 20 “91M Personnel” from the 452nd Combat Support Hospital, mobilized at Ft. McCoy for Operation Enduring Freedom.  The troops worked in food production, ingredient control, food service, Canteen, and with Clinical Dietitians.  I received a copy of their After Action Report, which contains the following comments on the strengths of the training:
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The people there are great.
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I peeled 50 pounds of onions…..it was fun, but not hard.
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It was interesting to see how the VA food service operates.
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Staff seemed proud to talk about and explain their jobs.
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This was an opportunity to work with some of the most modern pieces of food preparation equipment in the country in a very clean setting.
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Working with the dietitians in the afternoon was very cool.
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Working on the tray assembly line was great.
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I had a good time....the staff works right with you.
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Learning the diet stuff was great.
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I loved working in the Canteen.
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Learning about the job of Dave Schultz (Administrative diet technician) and observing his work in the department was very worthwhile.
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Cooking with Moe (Amundson), Kevin (Landowski), and Steve (Clark) was fun.”
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Sue Kuruzovich, Mental Health Service Line)  

Five doctors went duck hunting one day. Included in the group were a general practice (GP) physician, a pediatrician, a psychiatrist, a surgeon and a pathologist. After a time, a bird came winging overhead. The first to react was the GP who raised his shotgun, but then hesitated. "I'm not quite sure it's a duck," he said, "I think that I will have to get a second opinion." And of course by that time, the bird was long gone.

Another bird appeared in the sky thereafter. This time, the pediatrician drew a bead on it. He too, however, was unsure if it was really a duck in his sights and besides, it might have babies. "I'll have to do some more investigations," he muttered, as the creature made good its escape.

Next to spy a bird flying was the sharp-eyed psychiatrist. Shotgun shouldered, he was more certain of his intended prey's identity. "Now, I know it's a duck, but does it know it's a duck?" The fortunate bird disappeared while the fellow wrestled with this dilemma.

Finally, a fourth fowl sped past and this time the surgeon's weapon pointed skywards. BOOM!! The surgeon lowered his smoking gun and turned nonchalantly to the pathologist beside him. "Go see if that was a duck, will you?" 
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Linda Wildes, RN, and Rita Taylor, RN)

BUTTERFINGER TORTE 

1 Angel food cake 

Mix the following ingredients until creamy and fluffy. 

1 stick of butter 

2 C powdered sugar 

2 tsp vanilla 

3 egg yolks 

Break up ½ Angel food cake 

Top with the above mixture

Top with 2 crushed Butterfinger candy bars 

Repeat process, then refrigerate.

Recipes for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent via e-mail message to carla.loging@med.va.gov.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2003 

Asian/Pacific-American Heritage Month (www.va.gov/dmeeo/calendarindex.htm)

Older Americans Month (www.va.gov/dmeeo/calendarindex.htm)

Women's Health Care Month (www.ppsinc.org)

Mental Health Month (www.nmha.org)

Hepatitis Awareness Month (www.hepfi.org)

Asthma & Allergy Awareness Month (www.ppsinc.org)

Better Hearing and Speech Month (www.professional.asha.org)

National Arthritis Month (www.arthritis.org)

26

Memorial Day (observed) (www.usmemorialday.org)

28

National Senior Health & Fitness Day (www.fitnessday.com)

30

Memorial Day

31

World No-Tobacco Day (www.aawhworldhealth.org)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an 

E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.






Steve Oppelt


and 


Stan Johnson, 


Medical Center Director











Award nominee, 


Shannon Gabower, RN,


and 


Barbara Wright, RN,


Nurse Manager 








Award nominee


Marcy Clark, NA, 


and 


Barbara Wright, RN, 


Nurse Manager
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Award nominee, 


Jim Peterson, NA, and 


Barbara Wright, RN, 


Nurse Manager
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