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FEDERAL SERVICE AWARDS

Mental Health Service Line, representing 50 years of service. 

25 years – Roxanne Schwanz, NA 

                                                  Ralph Kledehn, NA
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Left to right:  Sandra Gregar, Acting Associate Director; Dr. Kurt Euller, Mental Health Service Line Manager; Roxanne Schwanz, NA; Sandy Dunek, RN; Nurse Manager, and Dr. David Houlihan, Mental Health Service Line Manager.
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Left to right:  Sandra Gregar, Acting Associate Director; Barbara Johnson, R.N., Nurse Manager; Dr. David Houlihan, Mental Health Service Line Manager, Ralph Kledehn, NA; and Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff.
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RETIREMENT

Alice Brown, Facilities Service Line (IRM), retired following 17 years of service.
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Alice Brown and Sandra Gregar, Acting Medical Center Director

Pat Soulier, Mental Health Service Line (nursing assistant), retired following 29 years of service.
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Left to right:  Barbara Johnson, RN, Nurse Management; Pat Soulier, NA; and Sandra Gregar, Acting Medical Center Director
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MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Photographs from our annual Memorial Day Program held on May 23, 2003.  
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            Master of Ceremonies, Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff, pictured with the 

            Tomah Senior High School Band, which performed before, during, and after 

  the program. 
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Dr. Mary Jo Lanska, staff physician, sang our National Anthem, accompanied by Joseph Lanska.
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Guest speaker, Mark Aumann, representing Congressman Ron Kind.

[image: image11.jpg]



The Fort McCoy unit of the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs Military Funeral Honors Program presented the colors.  The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1382, Tomah, provided the 21-gun salute, and Paul Calhoun played “Taps” at the conclusion of the program.
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                     COMMUNITY BASED OUTPATIENT CLINIC (CBOC) NEWS!
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WISCONSIN RAPIDS:  The Wisconsin Rapids CBOC has moved.  When the clinic originally opened in June of 2001, the VA had estimated that 1600 veterans would use the services.  By October of 2002, the clinic was serving 1600 veterans.  The sub-contractor, Riverview Physicians Clinic, could not meet the growing demand.  In response to that demand, CRAssociates (our primary contractor) purchased a building for a new “Veteran’s Only” clinic.  On May 5th, 2003, the new Wisconsin Rapids CBOC opened to veterans.  The new clinic is located at 710 East Grand Avenue, Wisconsin Rapids and has the capacity to provide care for 2000 veterans.  

WAUSAU:  The Wausau CBOC is going strong.  There are over 2300 veterans enrolled in primary care at this CBOC.  The clinic continues to grow and has a maximum capacity of 2800 veterans.  The CBOC has recently expanded to provide Mental Health Services in addition to Primary Care.

LACROSSE:  Tomah has received VISN funding to expand the space at the LaCrosse CBOC.  We currently occupy 3100 square feet and are finalizing plans to expand to 4000 square feet.  This clinic continues to grow with a current enrollment of over 3600 veterans and a maximum capacity of 4500.  LaCrosse offers Primary Care and Mental Health services to veterans in South Western Wisconsin, South Eastern Minnesota, and North Eastern Iowa.

LOYAL:  The Loyal Clinic is expanding.  Currently the clinic is open two days per week.  Starting June 3, the clinic will be open two additional days per month.  Although small, this clinic serves a great need in rural Wisconsin.  Currently over 800 veterans use this clinic for their VA care. 

Referrals for care, or questions regarding the CBOCs may be directed to Joanne Gernhart, ext. 66085 or Robin Frazier, ext. 66084.
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MONROE COUNTY LOCAL HISTORY ROOM 

---------------------------------

There’s something new at the Monroe County Local History Room and Museum!  Some of the information may be of interest to the VA, and VA employees.  Why?  Because the History Room will be featuring the artwork and story of William H. Jefferson who was an artist and WWII vet from Sparta.  There is also a display case on the history of the VA.  

The three new exhibits are:  

A Great Institution: The Veterans Administration Medical Center examines the Tomah VA’s late 19th century beginning as the Tomah Indian School, its three-year run as the Army/Air Force Radio School, and the VA’s critical place in Monroe County today.

Collector’s Corner:  Do you collect anything?  What do you collect?  Why do you collect?  Explore the psychology behind hobby collecting and view interesting collections belonging to Monroe County residents in this changing exhibit area dedicated to highlighting area collectors and their passion.  Currently on view is Sparta resident Bob Drawver’s miniature Harley Davidson motorcycle collection.

What’s New In the Museum?  is a new exhibit that features a selection of recent additions to your county history museum.  Learn what the museum is collecting to preserve our local history.  View the signed art prints created by former Spartan William H. Jefferson, WWII veteran and accomplished artist.

The Local History Room is located at 200 W. Main Street, Sparta.  And, the best news…..admission is free! Call 608-269-8680 for more information.
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VOLUNTEER TRAINING DAY

The annual Volunteer Training Day was held on Tuesday, May 6.  Topics covered included: 
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Nutrition and Weigh Control, presented by Kelly Christen.
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AED Defibulators, CPR and Heimlich Maneuver, presented by Chris Wontor.
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Health Information Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), presented by Judy Clay.
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Bibliotherapy, presented by Jean Calhoun.
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Help Hospitalized Veterans, presented by Glenda Busby.
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A video on customer service titled, "General Hospitable"

Glenda Busby, Help Hospitalized Veterans (HHV) Crafts Care Specialist, gave each volunteer a bag containing information about the HHV program and a craft made by a veteran.  
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                  Several volunteers display the crafts they received.

Jean Calhoun explained the bibliotherapy program to the volunteers at the volunteer training day.  She read the from the book, "Old Henry," and explained how our patients discuss Henry's character, enjoy the artwork, and relax to the language used in many of the children's books used in the program.
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                 Jean Calhoun explains the bibliotherapy program to volunteers.  
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST CARDS

"Thank you for your support of the U.S. Army Reserve.  It is because of soldiers like Colonel Marcantonio, with the support of employers like you, that we have such a great Army Medical Department, a great Army, and a great Nation.  The Army Medical Department would not be able to provide the world-class support to our soldiers and our country were it not for the way employers like yourself support your employee’s participation in the U.S. Army Reserve.  For this we shall be forever grateful."

Certificate of Appreciation received from Colonel Michael Staszek, Commanding Officer, Fort McCoy, reads, "In recognition of the items and messages of support sent by your organization to soldiers mobilizing at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin.  The donations are tangible expressions of support for these soldiers and their efforts.  Soldiers receiving these donations continually expressed their thankfulness and gratitude for the generosity shown by communities and businesses, both near and far. "
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Deborah Thiel) 

> > Morris, an 82 year-old man, went to the doctor to get a physical.  A few

> > days later the doctor saw Morris walking down the street with a gorgeous

> young lady on his arm.  

A couple of days later the doctor spoke to Morris > and said, “You’re really 

doing great, aren’t you?”

Morris replied, “Just > > doing what you said, Doc, "Get a hot mamma and be 

cheerful." 

The doctor replied, > > “I didn’t say that. I said you got a heart murmur. Be careful."
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK

(None submitted this week) 

Recipes for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent via e-mail message to carla.loging@med.va.gov.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

June

National Safety Month (www.nsc.org)

National Aphasia Awareness Month (www.aphasia.org)

Vision Research Month (www.preventblindness.org)

1


National Cancer Survivors Day (www.ncsdf.org)

1-7

National Headache Awareness Week

3


Battle of Midway (1942)

6


D-Day

8-14
National Flag Week

9-15
National Men's Health Week (www.menshealthweek.org)

12-19
Nursing Assistant's Week

12

Nursing Assistant’s Day (www.cna-network.org)

14

Flag Day




U.S. Army Anniversary (1775)

15

Native American Citizenship Day




Father's Day

21

Summer Begins

22-28
National Deaf-Blind Awareness Week

22

GI Bill of Rights Signed (1944)

23-27
OPA Training Conference, Dallas, TX

25

Korean War Anniversary

27

National HIV Testing Day (www.nhtd.org)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an 

E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.
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