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NATIONAL NURSES WEEK 

“Nurses: Lifting Spirits, Touching Lives” is this year's theme for National Nurses Week, celebrated May 6-12 each year.  National Nurses Week began May 6 and ends on May 12, Florence Nightingale’s birthday.  Many festivities were planned for the week.  A program was held on Tuesday, May 6th where the Excellence in Nursing Award winners were announced and presented certificates.  

There are four categories included in the Excellence in Nursing Awards:  Administrative Registered Nurse, Staff Registered Nurse, Licensed Practical Nurse, and Nursing Assistant/Health Technician.  

Nominees for each category at this facility were: 

Administrative Registered Nurse 

[image: image2.png]



Sandra Dunek, R.N., Nurse Manager on Building 408B
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Barbara Johnson, R.N., Nurse Manager on Building 408A
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Cheryl Schara, R.N. Nurse Manager for Ambulatory Care (winner in this category) 

Staff Registered Nurse
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Susan Schmitz, R.N. Building 408A
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Lori Hundt, R.N. Building 402
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Shannon Gabower, R.N., Building 406A (winner in this category)

Licensed Practical Nurse
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Deb Mayfield, L.P.N., building 402
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Shelly Chojnacki, L.P.N., Ambulatory Care (winner in this category)

Nursing Assistant/Health Technician
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Robert Heinz, N.A., Building 408A
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Joanne Dutton, N.A., Building 406A
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Marcy Clark, N.A., Building 406A
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Jim Peterson, N.A., Building 406A
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Gene Richer, N.A., Building 408A(winner in this category)

In addition to the Nurses Day Program, cookies and insulated cups were delivered to the units and presented to nursing staff on each shift.  Dr. Douglas Lanska and his son developed a quiz for employees to try their skill at nursing trivia with Canteen gift certificates awarded to the winners.  Many of the individual units planned a fun filled week including Hawaiian day, hat day, western day, etc. 

Congratulations to all and thank you for caring for our veterans.
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Nurses Day cake made by Jean Taylor (Performance Improvement Department).
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Shown drawing the names of nursing employees for door prizes during the Nurses Day Program is Susan Park, R.N., M. Ed., Nurse Executive, and Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director.

[image: image17.jpg]



Left to right:  Susan Park, R.N. M.Ed., Nurse Executive; Debra Mayfield, L.P.N., Extended Care Service Line; Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff; Sandra Dunek, R.N., Nurse Manager/Mental Health Service Line; Joanne Dutton, N.A., Extended Care Service Line, and Barbara Johnson, R.N., Nurse Manager/Mental Health Service Line.       
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Left to right:  Susan Park, R.N., M. Ed., Nurse Executive; Cheryl Schara, R.N., Head Nurse, Primary Care; Shelly Chojnacki, L.P.N., Primary Care Service Line; Stan Johnson, Medical Center Director; and Dr. Douglas Lanska, Chief of Staff. 
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VA EMPLOYEE'S ASSOCIATE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

The VA Employee’s Association is pleased to announce the $250 scholarship award winners for this year.  Recipients are Joshua Ebert, son of Sherrel Connolly, Food Service Worker/Support Service, and Anne Burkhalter, daughter of Maureen Juracich, RN/Extended Care.  Congratulations Joshua and Anne! 
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Welcome!    Welcome!    Welcome! 

We would like to welcome the following new employees to our facility: 

Joan Solberg, Primary Care Service Line Secretary

Stephanie Haubrich, Nursing Assistant, Extended Care Service Line
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ENHANCING WOMEN'S HEALTH IN PRIMARY CARE

Gwendolyn Boyd, PA-C, Women Veterans Program Manager, represented Tomah VAMC at a conference for enhancing women's health in Primary Care.  At the conference, Ms. Boyd gave a presentation on women and weight management in Primary Care.   Her presentation is accessible by clicking on the hyperlink below:  

http://vaww.visn12.med.va.gov/Education/Employee_Education/women.asp
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RECLAIMING OUR HERITAGE

The Milwaukee VA Medical Center is hosting the 2nd Annual Reclaiming Our Heritage sponsored by the Soldiers Home Foundation.  This event is being held the weekend of May 31/June 1 at the Medical Center grounds located at 5000 W. National Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Admission is free!

The Milwaukee VA Center was one of the original National Soldiers Homes established by President Abraham Lincoln.  

Milwaukee hosts Reclaiming Our Heritage to raise the community’s awareness of veterans' contributions and sacrifices throughout America's history. 

This year’s Reclaiming Our Heritage features the following family friendly activities:
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Re-enactors from ALL the major military eras, starting with the  Revolutionary War.  Come see the cavalry/talk with the soldiers/hear the artillery fire! 
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Positively Patriotic Parade.
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Reactivation of the Historic Fountain.  (The 1870’s Fountain, which had been dry and silent for a decade, was restored in the fall of 2002 with community support.) 
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A demonstration by Civil War "camp surgeons" of care available 140 years ago to wounded soldiers (bloody limbs and all) compared to care   available today, courtesy of a National Guard medical/surgery unit. 
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Fashion Show - Civil War era and more.
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Cemetery by Lantern Tours (ticket required).
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Presentation--Pre-Civil War Quilts: Hidden Codes and the Underground Railroad (ticket required).
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Special kids area and activities.
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Food vendors with modern treats and Civil War era goodies.
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Veterans' benefits information and MUCH MORE!

Proceeds from a Soldiers Home Foundation raffle, souvenir sale and auction will support the restoration of the historic chapel built in 1889.  Free parking is available, with tram service into the historic district.  Start your day at Building 2, the large castle-like structure in the heart of the district--there will be brochures, maps, tickets and other information available to get you going.   If you need more information or would like to volunteer to work at the event, please call Maryann Brandt at 414.282.3466.  
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST CARDS

Edna (Edd) Crowder, Prosthetics Clerk (Support Service Line) – "I recently had an appointment at the Tomah VA and I want you to know what a valuable and helpful employee you have (Edd Crowder).  She showed me that there are people who are genuine and caring in this world.  As you go through life it's nice to be important, but it's more important to be nice.  Edd is really doing a very good job of that.  Keep up the good work."

Mental Hygiene and Ambulatory Care Clinic employees - "I just want to let you know how pleased I am with the service received today at this facility.  Everyone was very helpful and pleasant in the Mental Hygiene and Ambulatory Care Clinic areas. 

A letter sent to the Director reads – "On behalf of the family of my uncle who recently passed away, I would like to express our thank you for the plant that was sent at the time of his funeral, as well as the support given us by the VA Medical Center. 

As his guardian, I was very impressed with the communication between the staff and myself regarding his care and treatment.  I was also extremely impressed with the care given by the nursing staff and other caregivers.  My uncle was treated with dignity, and you are to be applauded for your fine work.  

Again, thank you for your support and caring during our loss."
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

None submitted this week.  

Jokes to be considered for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent to Mental Health Service Line.  
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK

None submitted this week.

Recipes for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent via e-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2003 

Asian/Pacific-American Heritage Month (www.va.gov/dmeeo/calendarindex.htm)

Older Americans Month (www.va.gov/dmeeo/calendarindex.htm)

Women's Health Care Month (www.ppsinc.org)

Mental Health Month (www.nmha.org)

Hepatitis Awareness Month (www.hepfi.org)

Asthma & Allergy Awareness Month (www.ppsinc.org)

Better Hearing and Speech Month (www.professional.asha.org)

National Arthritis Month (www.arthritis.org)

11-17
National Women’s Health Week




National Nursing Home Week




National Hospital Week




National Police Week

12

Women’s Check-Up Day

17

Armed Forces Day (www.defenselink.mil/afd)

18-24
National EMS Week

21

Police Memorial Day (www.aphf.org)




National Employee Health & Fitness Day




American Red Cross Anniversary

22

National Maritime Day

26

Memorial Day (observed) (www.usmemorialday.org)

28

National Senior Health & Fitness Day (www.fitnessday.com)

30

Memorial Day

31

World No-Tobacco Day (www.aawhworldhealth.org)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.
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