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VA volunteer of the month
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John Schumann is the November VA Volunteer of the Month!  

Mr. Schumann volunteers on behalf of two organizations, the Knights of Columbus and the Disabled American Veterans.  He was an occasional volunteer with the Knights of Columbus for the past 30+ years as a chaplain escort – bringing veterans to church services at the VA.  He also has helped out by reading during church services.  

Mr. Schumann signed up as a regularly scheduled volunteer last November, and his primary assignment is with the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Transportation Network.  In this assignment, he drives veterans to Madison VA Hospital so they can receive their medical care.  He has served 379 hours in just one year!

Mr. Schumann wanted to become a volunteer so he could give something back “to those who gave so much.”  It sounds like the giving is a two-way street:  what he likes most about volunteering is “that your services are appreciated.”

A Korean War Veteran (1951-1952), John served with the 65th Combat Engineering Battalion, which was attached to the 25th Infantry Division.  

He has been married to his wife, Delores, for 52 years.  They have seven children, 13 grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

When he was younger, John played a lot of softball and enjoyed deer hunting.

Congratulations!!
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Our contractors continue to be on track regarding the Building 400 construction activities.  This weekend, the water lines for the 3rd and 4th floors will be capped so remaining plumbing fixtures can be safely removed.  Most of the plumbing access points are the same as were involved in last weekend’s asbestos removal activities.

On Saturday, November 29, 2003, from 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., the water to Building 400 will be completely shut down while the capping occurs.  During this period, admission activities are planned for Building 402.  Thank you for your support and patience.

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Butcher, Resident Engineer, at ext. 66043.  

And as the construction continues, so do the photos to keep you up to date on the progress of this project. 
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JOKE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Deborah Thiel) 

A minister was walking along the corridor of the parochial school near the preschool wing when a group of little ones were trotting by on the way to the cafeteria. One little lad of about three or four stopped and looked at him in his clerical clothes and asked, "Why do you dress funny?"

He told him he was a minister and this is the uniform ministers wear.

Then the boy pointed to the minister's plastic collar tab and asked, "Do you have an owie?"

The minister was perplexed till he realized that to him the collar tab looked like a Band-Aid. So the minister took it out and handed it to the boy to show him.

On the back of the tab are raised letters giving the name of the manufacturer. The little guy felt the letters, and the minister asked, "Do you know what those words say?"

"Yes, I do," said the lad who was not old enough to read.

Peering intently at the letters he said, "Kills ticks and fleas up to six months." 


Jokes to be considered for inclusion in the Weekly Highlights can be sent to Mental Health Service Line.   
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK

(Submitted by Jean Taylor)

Pecan Roll Cookies

Mix:
½ lb butter (2 sticks)


4 heaping tbsp sugar

Add:
2 cups flour


2 tsp vanilla


2 cups very finely ground pecans

Make into small rolls or balls.  Place on ungreased cookie sheet.  Bake 20 minutes (no longer) at 275 degrees.  While still hot, roll cookies in powdered sugar.  Cool.  Store in airtight container.
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STAFF COMPLIMENTS/CATCH ME AT MY BEST CARDS

Helene Stein, Unit Coordinator/Health Administration Service Line – "Thanks a million for being so kind.  We appreciate it."

Wanda Lockhart, R.N./Primary Care Service Line – "This nurse has a great sense of humor and puts you at ease." 

Betty Modica, Social Work Associate/Extended Care Service Line – "Ms. Modica stopped and listened to my predicament, called another hospital where I had been and helped me find my keys, money, etc.  She is an all around good person."

"I would like to commend the employees at the Tomah VA.  They include, but are not limited to,  Judy (Smith) in scheduling, Shelby (Frei) in travel; Debby (Whitaker) in the pay section; pharmacy staff; and most of all Deena (Olson), Marilyn (Randolph), and Jim (Slawson) in the physical therapy department.  These professionals contributed to my health and well being even and I commend them all." 
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LEADERSHIP TIP OF THE WEEK


"Every trial endured and weathered in the right spirit makes a soul nobler and stronger than it was before."

James Buckham
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Arabian Proverb

He that knows not and knows not that he knows not is a fool; shun him.

He that knows not and knows that he knows not is a child; teach him.

He that knows and knows not that knows is asleep; awaken him.

He that knows and knows that he knows is wise; follow him.
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SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

November

National Alzheimer's Disease Month (www.alz.org)

National American Indian Heritage Month (www.va.gov/dmeeo/calendarindex.htm)

American Diabetes Month (www.diabetes.org)

National Family Caregivers Month (www.nfcacares.org)

Lung Cancer Awareness Month (www.alcase.org)

National Hospice Month (www.nahc.org)

30
Computer Security Day (www.geocities.com/a4csd)
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If you have an item you would like included in the Weekly Highlights, please send it to Carla Loging, mail routing symbol 00, or send an E-mail message to Carla.Loging@med.va.gov.  



TOMAH VA CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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