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VA Kidney Transplant Program

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has provided kidney transplant services to eligible veterans since 1961.  The VA National Transplant Program has four active kidney transplant programs available to provide quality transplant services.  VA kidney transplant programs are located at the following VA medical centers:


      Transplant Program Director/

 Telephone

VA Transplant Center
             Clinical Coordinator



    Number


Iowa City, IA*
Christie Thomas, MB, BS/Jennie Brantman, RN

319.887.4989

Nashville, TN
Anthony Langone, MD/Jackie Ray, RN

615.321.6373

Pittsburgh, PA
Nabeel Aslam, MD/Holly Woods, RN

412.688.6155

Portland, OR
Douglas Norman, MD (Acting)/Dale Walker, RN

503.721.7860




 Telephone

VA Transplant Program
    Clinical Director/Program Manager


    Number


Washington, DC 
    Michael J. Kussman, MD/Brenda Salvas

202.273.8492




1.800.60.HEART

* Kidney-Pancreas

About The VA Program

With the tremendous improvements in transplant management, most patients with kidney failure can be considered for transplantation.  All veterans enrolled for care in the VA system are eligible for transplant services through the VA National Transplant Program. Veterans electing to use their VA benefits must utilize one of the VA Transplant Centers (VATC) listed above.  If a patient is determined to be a potential transplant candidate, the primary VA physician or specialist is responsible for submitting a referral packet to the VA National Transplant Program office located in Washington, DC. Information regarding the referral process can be located in the VA Organ Transplant Directive #2001-027, dated April 27, 2001, or by contacting the VA National Transplant Program.

When a veteran is approved for kidney transplantation through the VA referral system, VA Central Office (VACO) funds the initial transplant evaluation at the VATC, the transplant episode, donor surgery (if applicable), and lodging for the recipient, caregiver, and donor while they are at the VATC for transplant related care.  The referring VA medical center is responsible for submitting the referral packet to VACO, follow-up care of the patient and donor (only care related to the loss of the donated kidney), post-transplant medications and travel to/from the VATC.

Living donor kidney transplant services are provided at each of the VATCs.  Workup on a potential donor(s) is not initiated until the veteran is determined to be an eligible candidate for transplant.

The VA team of physicians, nurses, social workers, and administrative staff located at the VATCs are committed to providing veterans patients with the best treatment available.  Should you have any questions, please contact the VA Transplant Program or VATC closest to you for guidance.
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