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Dr. Kussman is a native of Troy, New York and grew up in Schenectady, New York.  He earned a Bachelor’s and Medical Degree from Boston University’s Six Year Program in Liberal Arts and Medicine in 1968.  He earned a Master’s Degree in Management from Salve Regina University in 1994.  Following his internship and first year residency in Internal Medicine at the New England Deaconess Hospital in Boston, Dr. Kussman entered the U.S. Army in 1970.  He served initially with the 7th Infantry Division in Korea and then as a physician at the US Army Hospital, Seoul.  He left active duty in 1972 after serving at Cutler Army Hospital, Ft Devens, Massachusetts.  Dr. Kussman resumed his medical training at the Deaconess completing his residency in internal medicine as well as being the Chief Fellow in Diabetes at the Joslin Clinic in Boston.  This was followed by private practice in Pittsfield, Massachusetts from 1974 to 1979.


He returned to active duty in 1979 with assignment at Tripler Army Medical Center in Honolulu.  Positions included Chief of Internal Medicine Service and Assistant Chief Endocrinology.  This was followed by a tour as Division Surgeon for the 25th Infantry Division also in Hawaii.  From 1984 to 1988, Dr. Kussman was assigned to Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas, as the Chief of the Department of Medicine and Program Director of the Internal Medicine Residency Program.  He completed his tour as the Deputy Commander for Clinical Services.  In 1988,  Dr. Kussman became the Army Surgeon General’s Chief Consultant in Internal Medicine and Governor for the Army Region of the American College of Physicians.  After serving as the Director of Quality Assurance/Professional Affairs for the Department of Defense, he became the commander of Martin Army Community Hospital, Ft. Benning, Georgia from March 1993 to August 1995.  After a tour as Deputy Commander for Healthcare and Clinical Operations at the US Army Medical Command, Dr. Kussman became the commander of the Walter Reed Health Care System in Washington, DC and was promoted to Brigadier General. This is the largest medical facility in the Department of Defense.  At the completion of this assignment, Dr. Kussman was transferred to Europe as the Commander of the Europe Regional Medical Command, Command Surgeon for US Army Europe and was the TRICARE lead agent for Europe.  In this capacity he was responsible for all health care throughout the theater to include Europe, the Middle East and Africa.


Dr. Kussman retired from the Army in the fall of 2000 and joined the Veterans Health Administration as the Deputy Medical Inspector for Investigations and then Deputy Medical Inspector.  He was selected to be the Chief Consultant, Acute Care Strategic Health Group in July 2001.


Dr. Kussman is a graduate of the Army War College and an Honor Graduate of the Command and General Staff College.  His awards include the Distinguished Service Medal (the highest award given in peace time), Legion of Merit with three oak leaf clusters, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Service medal with four oak leaf clusters, the Army Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Army Achievement Medal, the Order of Military Medical Merit and the Expert Field Medical Badge.  He has been awarded the prestigious “A” designator from the Army Surgeon General, which identifies professorial rank and has received the Laureate Award from the American College of Physicians/American Society of Internal Medicine as well as being selected as a Master of the College.  Dr. Kussman is board certified in Internal Medicine and is on the faculty of the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences.


He is married to the former Virginia L. Dean.  They have two children.  Josh, who is a graduate of Williams College and the University of Chicago Law School and Deana who is a graduate of Mount Holyoke College. The Kussmans reside in Chevy Chase, Maryland.

