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 It is a misconception that mobile phones are safe and cannot ignite fuel or fumes. Mobile phones that light up when switched on, or when they ring, have enough energy to provide a spark for ignition. Mobile phones should not be used in filling stations, or when fueling lawn mowers, boats, etc.

It is better to be safe than sorry, said Ben Salter, president of International Association of Firefighter’s Local (IAFF) Local #3101. Mobile phones should not be used around flammable or explosive fumes. Mobile phones should be turned off before entering an area where other materials that generate flammable or explosive fumes or dust are located.

"Battery powered equipment such as mobile phones, pagers, and cameras represent a potential ignition source." according to a safety brochure, published by Shell in Malaysia. Shell was the first in the oil industry to place notices at pump islands requesting motorists to switch OFF their mobile phones when refueling. There is a sticker to this effect at every pump island and it also advises customers so switch OFF your car engine and to refrain from smoking.

A Motorola brochure for the Satellite Series 9500 Portable Telephone plainly states: "This telephone has not been designed or approved for use in potentially explosive atmospheres," which may include fueling areas such as gasoline stations or any other area where you would normally be advised to turn off your engine.

There is a danger involved in using a mobile phone near gas pumps, according to Salter. "A spark from the energy source could touch off an explosion or fire resulting in bodily injury or even death." 

Gas pumps in Australia bear stickers cautioning motorists to turn off their phones while refueling; numerous pumps in the United States are similarly adorned; Canada's major gas pump operators have banned customers from using mobile phones while at the gas pump; and the city of Cicero, Ill., recently passed the first law in the United States banning the use of cellular phones at gas stations. 

Nokia, a cellular phone manufacturer, has been recommending for a long time that the mobile phones should be turned off while the car is being refueled.

In June 1999, Exxon began mailing out information and decals to its 8,500 service stations in the United States, explicitly warning against the use of cell phones near gasoline pumps. According to a CNN report dated June 24, the company has chosen to err on the side of safety. Other companies will likely follow. Signs forbidding the use of cell phones near gas pumps are becoming increasingly common in various parts of the world. Shell International explains its new policy in Asian countries by stating: "Although driving while using a cellular phone is perfectly safe, we do not allow them to be used on the forecourt [of a service station] in case an electronic fault in the phone causes a spark."

The prohibition against using cell phones at gas pumps is not in effect at gas stations in the United States - yet, Salter said. 

The many electric devices in gas stations are protected with explosive containment devices, (intrinsically safe) while cell phones are not. Read your handbook! Mobile phone makers Motorola, Ericcson and Nokia all print cautions in their user handbooks
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