Interagency Working Group

On Federal Workplace Emergencies

February 13, 2003 Meeting Notes & Attendee List

Meeting was held at:

GSA

7th and D St., Room 4027

Washington, D.C. 

1. Nancy McWilliams, DHS, USCG, Asst. Chief, Shore Safety, opened the meeting.  The 27attendees from 15 agencies introduced themselves. 


2. Cherylynne Williams, DOE, HQ Safety and Occupational Health Manager, spoke on Evacuation Masks/hoods

a. Identify the unknowns

b. Hood/mask types

i. SXVRU – orange hood with canister; $335

ii. ILC Dover – white plastic hood (has been provided to people in Israel)

iii. Sunstrom SA71 – rubberized gasket, ½ mask

iv. ELSA 

v. EEBD – oxygen supplied

vi. SCRAM – oxygen supplied

c. NIOSH doesn’t test for chem/bio/radiological

d. Limitations of evacuation masks/hoods

i. Limited protection from chemical exposures

ii. Difficult to put on

iii. Cost - $108 – 335

e. DOE is considering the SXVRU for all DC –area employees (6,000-7,000) at a cost of about $2M, including the training.

f. Among the questions to ask:

i. What is the purpose of the hood/mask?

ii. How will you train employees?

iii. Where will you stock/store them?

iv. How long with the masks/hoods last?

g. Comments from the group on evacuation hoods/masks:

i. The general consensus of the group was that masks/hoods would not meet the emergency preparedness needs of federal employees in office buildings.

ii. Senior management in some agencies is supporting the purchase of hoods, without consulting with its safety and health professionals. 

iii. Management is going in the wrong direction if they are considering purchasing hoods for employees.  

iv. NIOSH (http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/homepage.html) has resources 

1. CBRN Respirator Standards Development - http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/respstdpg.html 
2. NIOSH - DOD – OSHA Sponsored Chemical and Biological 
Respiratory Protection Workshop Report  (2/2000) - http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/chemprcloth.html 

3. Chemical Protective Clothing Section - http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/chemprcloth.html  

v. There is a NOMEX vest available. (Here’s Dupont’s Nomex web page http://www.dupont.com/nomex/.) 

1. Lab Safety (www.Labsafety.com) has a Nomex vest at http://www.labsafety.com/store/product.asp?dept_id=12483&pf_id=28524&cat_prefix=3WA. 

vi. Does the Federal Government need to provide everything for its employees?  Some attendees said yes, some said no.  Employees must take responsibility for their own safety.  Agencies have a responsibility to provide as safe a workplace as possible, but employees also have a role in ensuring their own safety during emergencies.

vii. There are liability issues when you provide things like escape hoods.  It creates certain expectations.

viii. Attendees were asked:  What do you plan to do following this meeting?

1. Conduct more research on this topic.

2. Purchase N-95 dust masks. (Nancy showed an N-95 mask.)

3. Have employees create their on Go-Kits.

4. Give out flashlights to our designated Wardens.


3. Phil Goldsmith, DHS, FEMA, Chief, Occupational Safety and Health, displayed FEMA’s new “Are You Ready” disaster planning guide.  It is available on the web at http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/.  


4. Francis School, DHS, TSA, Manager, Emergency Preparedness, spoke on questions that arise when developing Emergency Plans

a. Evacuation

b. Exits

c. Meeting Point

d. Floor Plans

e. Disabled

f. Coordination among Safety, Security, First Responders, your neighbors, etc.

g. COOP interaction

h. Incident Command System

i. How do you get the information to employees?

j. Exercises and training

k. Maintaining the emergency plan


5. Joe Dafin, GSA, gave an update on Task Group #1, Evacuation and Shelter-in-Place.  It was suggested (and agreed) that shelter-in-place be the topic for the April 17 meeting.


6. Meeting Handouts
a. Agenda

b. FEMA – Occupant Emergency Plan & Emergency Response Procedures Card


7. Future Meetings (to be held at GSA) and Topics  (mark your calendars!)

a. Thursday March 13, 2003 

i. Park Police - to discuss using the Mall as an assembly meeting place following evacuation of federal buildings

ii. Vulnerability Assessments on your building - by two speakers who have participated in vulnerability assessments

b. Thursday April 17, 2003

i. Shelter-in-Place

c. Thursday March 15, 2003

Attendee List
	Agency
	Attendees

	
	

	DOE
	Cherylynne Williams

	HOMELAND SECURITY - FEMA
	Tom Davies

Phil Goldsmith

Jean Adams

	HOMELAND SECURITY – TSA
	Francis School

	HOMELAND SECURITY - USCG
	Wayne Truax

Nancy McWilliams

	FAA              


	Charles Bragdon

Vivian Green

	FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION
	James Pegues

	GSA
	Joe Dafin

	HOLOCAUST MUSEUM
	Joyce Wagner

	INTERIOR
	Gary Peacock

	NASA
	Angela Stowes

Sue Warner

	SMITHSONIAN
	James Wooton

	STATE
	Don Traff

Chris Kearney, Contractor

	TREASURY
	Lindsay Branson

	USDA
	Gerald Bowen

	USPS
	William Ambrese

Richard Hawkins

Eldora Mankins

Ronald Peay

Janet Qualters

Denise Richardson

Patricia Sims 
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