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	Doctor shot by patient whom police then kill 

• Lexington physician is Bowman Gray grad 

By Wesley Young 
JOURNAL REPORTER
 SALISBURY 

An 83-year-old patient at the W.G. Hefner VA Medical Center shot and critically wounded a Lexington doctor yesterday afternoon before he was fatally shot by hospital police, authorities said. 

Salisbury police said that Johnnie Reid of Rowan had been taken to the hospital's evaluation area by a Rowan County sheriff's deputy about 5:30. 

Reid was in an evaluation room when he pulled out a small-caliber handgun and shot Dr. Charles Flynn, 42, of Lexington in the upper left part of his chest. 

Another doctor and two nurses in the treatment room dashed out and alerted police. Reid made no attempt to fire his gun at them, said Mark Wilhelm, the deputy chief of the Salisbury Police Department. 

When hospital police arrived, Reid began firing at the officers and they returned fire. 

The patient was dead inside the hospital when Salisbury officers arrived, Wilhelm said. 

Flynn was treated at Rowan Regional Medical Center, then airlifted to Baptist Hospital. He was in critical condition after surgery, a hospital spokesman said. 

Reid had been picked up at his home by the deputy under a magistrate's order to take him to the VA hospital for evaluation. The deputy, whose name was not available, had already left the hospital when Reid opened fire, Wilhelm said. 

It was not clear how Reid got a gun into the hospital. 

''We will look into this situation to find out what happened and how it happened,'' said Nancy Martino, a hospital spokeswoman. 

According to the N.C. Medical Board, Flynn graduated from Bowman Gray School of Medicine at Wake Forest University in 1985. He completed his residency at Baptist Hospital in 1995. His specialty is internal medicine. 

 

 

• The Associated Press contributed to this report
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