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South Knoxville
Updated: Chemical Mix-up Ends Safely

Knoxville (WVLT) - Authorities say everyone who was inside a South Knoxville healthcare facility during a chemical spill got out safely. 

Nine people, including seven employees were taken to area hospitals to be checked out. 

WVLT Volunteer TV’s Ron Sprowl explains how quick action by employees and firefighters kept injuries at a minimum. 

Many of the 93 residents were going about their daily early morning routine, most of them still in their rooms while others were out and about. 

In the meantime, Hillcrest employees were going about their daily duties.   While cleaning the kitchen authorities say one employee inadvertently mixed two household cleaners, causing a chemical reaction. 

"It creates a gas, an airborne gas that is really caustic and really burns your airway takes away the ability to carry much oxygen to get into the blood," Knoxville Fire Department spokesman Charlie Barker says. 
The greatest concern was moving people from the contaminated area, 18 residents in one wing were taken to another part of the building. 

"We immediately evacuated everyone in that wing, the residents on that wing.  We opened windows, opened doors make sure the wing was well ventilated," Hillcrest South administrator Jeff Scott says. 

Firefighters brought in fans to pump in fresh air.  The mixture of chlorine bleach and Lime-Away was cleaned up.  After checking air quality in the building the residents were allowed back in wing. 

Two over the counter household cleaners could have turned into a deadly mix. 

"You have to make sure you read the precaution statements on those, what they can and cannot be mixed with," Barker adds. 

Those taken to area hospitals in a non-emergency capacity, were complaining of burning eyes and breathing problems.

	


