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Legionnaire's Disease claims fourth life 





Havre de Grace — Officials at the Harford Memorial Hospital say a fourth patient diagnosed earlier with Legionnaires' disease has died. 


The patient was one of five originally diagnosed with the disease at the hospital in Havre de Grace. Doctors declined to identify the patient, citing confidentiality. 


They say the patient was admitted to the hospital with pneumonia on June 28th, 1999. 


No new cases of the disease have been reported. 


Officials believe a hot water tank at the hospital was the probable source of the bacteria. The water system was flushed with super heated water to kill any remaining bacteria. The tank has been taken off line. 


About a dozen water samples taken from the tank and outlets downstream from it tested positive for the bacteria. The water supply for the hospital did not test positive, although small amounts of the bacteria are believed to have entered the hospital through the water supply and multiplied in the warmth of the tank. 


The system was tested July 2 and superheated July 3. Doctors at the hospital and the public have been told to be alert for further cases. 


Netherland said teams of ten nurses at the hospital have been calling the more than 400 patients who were discharged from the hospital in the two-month period prior to the water being treated. 


``We wanted to be sure we contacted all patients who might have been even remotely exposed,'' Netherland said. 


The nurses go through a questionnaire addressing any symptom that could be related to legionella infection. If there are any concerns or questions, patients are referred to their physicians. 


``If a patient requires testing, then we're basically telling them they can be tested at our hospital without any out-of-pocket expense to them,'' Netherland said. 


The calls began July 7, when the hospital also set up a hotline to answer questions. 


State and hospital officials have defended the reporting of the cases, even though the second patient to contract the disease was admitted to the hospital six days after the first patient was diagnosed with Legionnaire's disease. 


The hospital's hotline number for questions about the legionella bacteria is 1-800-515-0044.�It is staffed by nurses from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. 
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