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A Boston Medical Center emergency room nurse wound up as a patient yesterday morning when a man she startled in an employee break room pulled a knife and stabbed her in the side, police and hospital officials said. 

	


There are bathrooms in the break area. She came out of the bathroom and surprised him,'' Boston police officer Michael McCarthy said. ``She confronted him, and he stabbed her.'' 

	


The 39-year-old Brighton woman, a nurse in the hospital's pediatric emergency room, was treated by colleagues for a non-life threatening puncture wound and later released, police said. 

	


The suspect was described as a heavy-set black male over 6 feet tall. 

	


It wasn't clear yesterday if the man was a patient at the hospital or what he was up to in the break room, which also has lockers for employees to secure their belongings. 

	


All we know is he isn't a member of the hospital staff,'' Police Superintendent Robert Dunford said at the scene. 

	


The bustling medical center continued to operate after the 11 a.m. stabbing as scores of police covered the exits hoping to trap the unidentified assailant inside. 

	


Police gave up the search after about two hours when it was determined the suspect had bolted moments after the stabbing, McCarthy said.
