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Worker dies after fall at VA Medical Center
Hospital staff couldn't revive man; OSHA plans to investigate his death

By Donna Hales 
Phoenix Staff Writer 


Tulsa construction foreman Roy Castorena, 40, died of blunt trauma to the head Thursday after falling from scaffolding on an atrium wall at the VA Medical Center in Muskogee. 

Muskogee Police Investigator Kevin Hammons said police were called to the scene about 8 p.m. When they arrived, he said Castorena was pronounced dead after being treated at the VA Medical Center Urgent Care Unit. 

"We don't know if his harness was not hooked on or if the support gave way that the harness was hooked to," Hammons said. "They (VA Medical Center employees) had tried to resuscitate him, but couldn't. He fell on his head." 

The accident occurred at 6:35 p.m., and Muskogee police were called at 8 p.m. 

"We are in the process of opening an investigation," Occupational Safety and Health Administration Director Jim Brown of Oklahoma City said Friday. "It will take several weeks to a month or two." 

The cause of the accident will be investigated as well as whether any OSHA violations occurred, Brown said. 

Nita McClellan, public information officer for the VA Medical Center, said Castorena was the construction foreman for subcontractor Safway Services of Tulsa and that the main contractor is Ross Construction. 

The site was secured and locked down shortly after the 6:35 p.m. accident, McClellan said. 

"We have stopped construction," McClellan said Friday. 

Castorena was on scaffolding Safway was installing at the center in connection with a mold remediation project on the exterior atrium walls at Bed Tower, McClellan said. 

All effort was made to resuscitate Castorena but those efforts were unsuccessful, McClellan said. 

Castorena was toward the top of the scaffolding when he fell 39 feet, she said. 
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