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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH

1.  PURPOSE:  

The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 directs Federal agencies to establish and maintain comprehensive and effective occupational safety and health programs consistent with standards promulgated under the Act.

2.  BACKGROUND:  

VA Directive 7700 (Occupational Safety and Health), dated July 8, 1998, requires all Administration heads to ensure that employees are provided a safe and healthful work environment, designate an organization Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Official, staff and fund an OSH program (to include awards), and develop policies and programs to address all safety and health issues within their respective organizations.  In addition, the National Cemetery Administration (NCA) must develop and implement written OSH programs.

3.  POLICY STATEMENT:  

The safety and health of all NCA employees is of utmost importance.  NCA is fully dedicated to conducting a comprehensive occupational safety and health program to prevent accidents and injuries, and to providing a safe place of employment.  In order to prevent and minimize injuries and/or illnesses to personnel, occupational safety and health concerns must be given full consideration in the planning, development, and operation of every program and activity throughout NCA.  

All employees should be encouraged to include safety awareness as a part of their daily routine.  Every employee must be protected from, and every place of employment free of, discrimination, restraint, interference, coercion, or reprisal for participating in NCA’s safety and health program.  NCA is committed to these principles and expects the full support of all employees to achieve a safer and more productive work environment for all. 

4.  ACTION:

NCA will publish information about safety and health policies and procedures in an official NCA Directive and Handbook.  The responsible office will produce and keep up-to-date additional detailed guidance about specific safety and health issues and programs, and disseminate those materials to NCA staff as appropriate.

5.  RESPONSIBLE OFFICE:  NCA, Designated Safety and Occupational Health Officer, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420, is responsible for the contents of this notice.  Questions may be referred to the NCA Safety and Occupational Health Officer in the Office of Field Programs at 202-273-5226.

6.  RESCISSION:  This notice will expire June 2004, however, the information will remain in effect unless changed by a future notice or other official publication.
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