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Chemical spill forces evacuation at hospital�by Eric Convey 


Saturday, June 3, 2000 


Some 200 researchers and several patients were evacuated from a Brigham and Women's Hospital building yesterday after several ounces of a potentially dangerous chemical spilled onto a laboratory floor. 


``Everybody was fine,'' said hospital spokesman Rob Hutchison. ``It was a small spill of a chemical in one of the research labs.'' 


The Richardson Building at 221 Longwood Ave. was evacuated from about 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. 


Acting out of precaution, and uncertain about the nature and extent of the spill, dispatchers sent rescue crews, hazardous materials specialists and backup teams to the area, Boston Fire Department spokesman Rob Caron said. 


``When we get a call for an unknown chemical, we don't know what we're dealing with,'' he said. 


Decontamination crews were also sent in case any firefighters were exposed to the chemical, but none were, Caron said. The chemical, called Stripex, can cause severe respiratory problems, Caron said. 


An environmental cleanup crew from Clean Harbors also responded. �
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