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JACKSON, Miss. (AP) - A state hospital nurse who was raped and beaten by a patient has filed a lawsuit against the institution, accusing its management of gross negligence for not providing adequate security. 





The nurse, attacked in 2000, and the person who came to her aid, entered separate suits Friday in Rankin County Chancery Court against the hospital at Whitfield, director James Chastain, several employees and the Department of Mental Health.





"She is suing ... because the hospital should have done a better job of providing a safe work environment," Keith Roberts, attorney for the plaintiffs, said of the rape victim. 





The same is true for Jimmy T. Hobson, the second plaintiff, Roberts added. 





"He was in a place trying to be a good Samaritan," Roberts said. "Mr. Hobson saved (her) life." 





Since the attack, the hospital says it has taken steps to increase protection for employees and patients. 





In a prepared statement, Chastain says the hospital has initiated the Mandt System "which focuses on early intervention and de-escalation of conflict." 





The hospital added 200 additional positions, primarily related to patient care. And it is studying instituting a personal alarm system within the next month. 





Staff will wear personal alarms that "will provide a direct line of communication from an employee to hospital police-security," Chastain stated. 





The rape victim has said understaffing has been commonplace at Whitfield. 





The patient, John L. Rice, 18, of West Point, was sentenced Sept. 12 to 100 years for the February attack.
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