
Truck wreck spills chemicals 

May 23, 2001

A tractor-trailer was leaking hazardous chemicals onto a parking lot at Montgomery Regional Hospital late Tuesday night.  A hazardous materials crew was working to clean up the spill, Blacksburg police said, and hospital traffic was being rerouted to avoid the leak. It was uncertain at press time what type of chemicals were leaking. 

Chemical Waste – Spill at Hospital Investigated

Tractor-trailer accident leads to hospital hazmat scare Investigators are continuing to probe a hazmat scare last week at Montgomery Regional Hospital in Roanoke, VA, created by a tractor-trailer allegedly carrying overloaded containers of hazardous waste that spilled.  According to the Roanoke Times & World News, the problem was discovered last Tuesday night, about 10 hours after the truck had been rear-ended by another tractor-trailer, and shut down the hospital to everyone but emergency patients.  The driver of the truck had neck and back pain and decided to stop at the hospital for treatment when a security guard noticed condensation from inside the truck leaking onto the pavement and, knowing the truck was hauling chemical waste, called for help.  The regional hazardous materials team and firefighters worked throughout the night to contain the chemical spilled on the floor of the trailer.  Hospital officials said the chemical, phosphorus pentasulfide, is a yellow, flaky substance similar to what is used to make matchheads.  The chemical could explode when mixed with water, the official said.  The truck was hauling 180 five-gallon pails of chemical waste, said a state investigator.  Some of the pails that were overfilled had cracked, causing the chemical to spill.  The truck was also carrying other corrosive chemicals, but the phosphorus pentasulfide was the only chemical that spilled, the official said.  The truck had been rear-ended by another tractor-trailer earlier in the day, a fact that investigators said likely contributed to the problem.  The hospital returned to normal operations Wednesday morning.  According to the hospital's chief operating officer, patients and staff were never in any immediate danger.  

