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Workplace Violence 

Cal/OSHA Cites Hospital Following Doctor's Death 

A Northern California psychiatric hospital was cited by the state's workplace safety agency and faces $54,000 in proposed penalties after the death of a doctor at the facility who allegedly was killed by a patient in an examination room, according to documents received by BNA May 13. 

John George Psychiatric Pavilion in San Leandro, Calif., was cited for two alleged serious violations and two alleged accident-related serious violations and fined $18,000 and $36,000, respectively, according to a summary of the citations. 

A physician was killed at the facility Nov. 19, 2003, allegedly during a physical examination of a female patient who had just been placed at the facility on a 72-hour psychiatric detention. The patient has since been charged with the doctor's murder, according to the Alameda County Sheriff's Department. 

The victim's body was found in an examination room after a staff member noticed that the patient who allegedly committed the attack was holding a medical record that patients are not allowed to see, according to the California Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

Among other matters, Cal/OSHA said the hospital did not effectively inspect the workplace as required under the state's Injury and Illness Prevention Program. 

In addition, the examination room where the doctor was assaulted was isolated, and employees working there could not readily be heard or seen by other employees. An effective inspection would have determined that the room "was an unsafe environment for close contact procedures between potentially violent psychiatric patients and staff members," the summary report said. 
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