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Truck spills chemical near Ruby

Cleaning fluid posed no threat, but caused delay

Morgantown Fire Department Lt. Jay Bolyard spreads soda ash to neutralize the liquid sodium hydroxide that spilled from a 55-gallon drum on a delivery truck headed to Ruby Memorial Hospital Thursday morning. Morgantown firefighter Brian Tolka heads to the rear of a PJAX delivery truck at the Ruby Memorial Hospital loading dock Thursday to start the cleanup. 

BY KATIE LONG

The Dominion Post 

A truck leaking an industrial cleaner caused some commotion near Ruby Memorial Hospital Thursday morning. 

Morgantown Fire Department companies One, Two and Three responded to the scene. Chief David Fetty towed the HAZMAT trailer filled with HAZMAT suits, equipment for cleanup and neutralizer to spread on the spill. The department's heavy rescue truck was also on scene. 

Fetty said the fluid -- sodium hydroxide, a heavy-duty cleaning agent -- was leaking from the back of a PJAX Freight Systems truck. The truck was headed to Pruntytown with the cleaner, but was dropping off some other cargo at Ruby. 

The driver pulled up to the loading dock area, unaware that the substance had been leaking onto the roadway for about two blocks. 

The driver said he was cut off at a stop sign near the entrance to the loading dock area, and slammed on his brakes to avoid hitting the car. He said the 55-gallon drum of cleaner must have been knocked around in the back of the truck, causing it to leak. 

All 55 gallons of the liquid escaped, filling the back of the truck and leaving a wide trail on the road. 

Fetty said the spill did not pose any particular threat, but that precautions must be taken regardless. 
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"We knew when we were coming what we were dealing with," he said. "We knew the chemical, the hazards and the form of the chemical. But when dealing with something like this, we don't want to take other people's word for what we have until we verify it for ourselves. We want to take every precaution." 

He noted that the chemical could be dangerous in high concentrations in an enclosed area, however. 

Firefighters spread soda ash, a neutralizing agent, over the spill to soak it up. It was later swept away by Department of Environmental Protection and IMS Environmental Services workers. Those dealing with the cleanup donned level D suits, low level HAZ MAT protection, for safety. 

Though the spill was fairly benign, it took hours to clean up. Firefighters and environmental workers were on scene behind the hospital for roughly five hours. 







