STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE – 3007 

PACKAGE LABELING

PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure for labeling facility sterilized items.

POLICY:  All reprocessed items will be properly packaged and labeled prior to sterilization.

RESPONSIBILITY:  Performed by trained personnel in the sterile preparation and processing department of a facility. 

PROCEDURES:

1.  Each package is labeled with a piece of sterilization indicator tape appropriate for the method of sterilization.

2.  Use an appropriate length of sterilization tape to annotate the name of the package contents and initials of the employee preparing the package.  Products dedicated to specific users, e.g., ENT Clinic, are noted. 

3.  Use a felt, indelible/permanent ink marker.

4.  Markings are not to be made directly on any wrappers or peel packs.

5.  Containers have nomenclature information written on identification labels per manufacturer’s recommendation.  Labels have the required information as described in #2 above.

6.  Depending on local policy, an internal indicator is placed in each set with the initials of the technician assembling that set.

7.  After sterilization, a lot/load control number and expiration date is placed on the item after the item is sterilized.

Reference:  VA Handbook 7176, Supply, Processing, and Distribution Operational Requirements
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