STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 4002

CLEANING THE STERILIZERS

PURPOSE:  To maintain the sterilizer in good working order and to prevent the contamination of items due to deposits from the walls of the sterilizer, leaking gasket, or plugged drain.

POLICY:  All sterilizers will be cleaned on a regularly scheduled basis according to manufacturer’s guidelines.

RESPONSIBILITY:  Personnel involved in sterilization.

PROCEDURE:

1.  On a daily basis, inspect the door gasket of all sterilizers for cracks, and clean with a lint free cloth using a mild detergent solution.  Remove the drain screen and clean out any debris that may be trapped.

2.  Once per week, the sterilizers must be scheduled for cleaning.   The sterilizer must be turned off and allowed to cool at least 12-24 hours prior to cleaning.

3.  Obtain the necessary cleaning supplies.  This may include clean cloths, a mild detergent cleaner (chamber cleaner) solution, buckets or basins, and any other cleaning tools as needed.

4.  Thoroughly clean the entire inside surface including walls, rear panel, floor, and inside the door with the chamber cleaner, or a mild detergent solution.  A non-abrasive cleaning paste may be used to clean stubborn stains or marks on stainless steel.

5.  Rinse thoroughly with tap water or wipe with a clean cloth moistened with tap water.

6.  Any carts, racks, carriages, baskets or trays used to hold items in the sterilizer must be cleaned as well.  The cart washer can be used for cleaning such items.

7.  After cleaning, the sterilizer is ready for operation.

Reference:  Steris Operator Instructions
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