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About the Festival

Nationwide, VA medical facilities use the creative arts as one form of rehabilitative treatment to help veterans recover from and cope with physical and emotional disabilities.  Across the country each year, veterans treated at VA medical centers compete in a local creative arts contest.  This competition includes 46 art categories that range from oil painting to leatherwork to paint-by-number kits.   In addition, there are 87 performing arts categories pertaining to all aspects of drama, dance and music.  A national selection committee chooses first, second and third place winners among all of the entries.  Only the first-place winners are invited to attend the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival each year.

This year, more than 2800 veterans from 102 VA facilities entered the contest nationwide, with 120 of the first-place winning veterans earning an invitation to participate in the 2003 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival.  The Festival is being held this year in Oklahoma City, 

October 6–12, 2003, in conjunction with the 50th anniversary celebration of the Oklahoma City VA Medical Center, this year’s host.  

The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival is a week of learning, exploring, fellowship and celebration of the healing power of the arts. Because the first-place winners are already selected to participate in the Festival, there is no competition at the event itself; rather, it serves as a showcase for the top national winners.  During the week of the event, participants may attend classes in dry brush ceramics, hand drumming, painting, beadwork, and basket weaving as well as other Native American crafts, all taught by local artists. 

As part of the Festival, veterans will visit the Oklahoma City Memorial, the Oklahoma City Art Museum, the Paseo, and the National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center.  Most Festival activities will take place at the Westin Hotel in downtown Oklahoma City, where the participants are staying that week.  

The event will culminate in a gala performing arts show and art exhibit at Rose State Performing Arts Center on Sunday, October 12, 2003 at 2:00 pm.  The stage show is professionally directed with live orchestral accompaniment generously provided by the Recording Industries Music Performance Trust Fund.   All first-place art entries will be on display in the Performing Arts Center lobby immediately before and after the stage performance.  Tickets are free and actively distributed to assure a full house for the veterans’ performance.  

The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival is co-sponsored each year by the Department of Veterans Affairs, the American Legion Auxiliary, and Help Hospitalized Veterans. 
