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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 27, 2004

LOCAL VETERANS PREPARE FOR 2004 CREATIVE ARTS FESTIVAL

SALT LAKE CITY, UT – Sixteen local veterans have been invited to attend the 2004 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival in Salt Lake City in October.  At the event, they will join nearly 120 other veterans from across the country selected for the annual event, being held in Utah for the first time this year.

The Festival is the culmination of a year-long fine arts talent competition open to all veterans receiving care at Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical facilities.  There were 3,000 participants nationwide vying for an invitation to this year’s Festival.

Invitations to participate were sent to 142 veterans who are medal winners in national music, dance, drama or art contests.  The 16 veterans from the local area won medals in seven different artistic categories ranging from original poetry to vocal solo country music, graphic design and others.

The 2004 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival takes place Oct. 9-16, 2004, and is sponsored by VA, the American Legion Auxiliary and Help Hospitalized Veterans.  It is hosted this year by the George E. Wahlen Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Salt Lake City. 


"Our medical center staff and volunteers are ready to provide Festival participants with a very memorable experience," said James R. Floyd, Director of the Salt Lake City VA Medical Center.  "We look forward to sharing the talents and successes of these talented veterans with our entire community.”
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During the week of the Festival, the veterans will participate in a number of rehearsals and workshops concluding on Friday, October 15, with a visual art exhibit at the Edgar J. Thompson Music Hall, and a gala variety stage show at Kingsbury Hall, both on the University of Utah campus.  The artists will exhibit their work from 6:00–7:15 p.m. in Gardner Hall.  At 7:30 p.m., the music, drama and dance performers will showcase their talent in the stage show, backed by a professional orchestra.  Renowned actress of Hollywood’s golden era, Jane Powell, will be the mistress of ceremonies for the show.

During the week, the participants will stay at the Marriott University Park Hotel where many of the activities are being held.  They will also visit local areas of interest including Temple Square, Rice-Eccles Stadium and Tower, the Utah Museum of Fine Arts, Park City and Red Butte Botanical Gardens, among other local venues.

For further information about the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, contact Susan Huff, VA public affairs officer at (801) 584-1252.  Or, log on to the Festival’s website: http://www1.va.gov/vetevent/caf/2004/default.cfm.
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