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Performer Profile

Lionel Marcoux — A Voice You Can’t Forget!

For the sixth straight year, Lionel Marcoux will grace the stage of the National Veterans Creative Arts
Festival to blend his beautiful baritone with the voices of other talented veterans selected to attend the annual event.
Marcoux, a 68-year-old Army veteran from Milan, Illinois, won high honors in two vocal solo categories at the Festival
this year for his special rendition of the song “Tonight,” from West Side Story.

"l entered the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival to motivate me to remain competitive," Marcoux said.
"l enjoy sharing my vocal talent with others and have greater pleasure when | do it well. The arts, in whatever form,
make you express your inner feelings and dreams, and is therapeutic for both the artist and the recipient.”

Marcoux started his military service as a medic in Germany in 1961, and later auditioned for the 7" Army
Soldiers’ Chorus. After becoming a member of the chorus, he spent the next 18 months performing for U.S. troops
and civilians all over Europe. Singing since he was 15 years old, Marcoux has studied privately with several well-
known voice teachers, including Todd Duncan. In 1935, Duncan was personally selected by George Gershwin to
play the first “Porgy” in the Broadway production of “Porgy and Bess.”

A versatile singer, Marcoux enjoys show tunes as well as opera. He has performed with opera companies in
cities on the east coast, in Washington D.C. and San Antonio, Texas, and more recently in the Quad Cities area of
lllinois and lowa, where he lives. He has given recitals of both Broadway and opera music, and has sung the National
Anthem to open a many local sporting events and ceremonies. For the past 11 years, he has opened the hockey
games of the Quad City Mallards. Of special significance to Marcoux was opening a special ceremony entitled,
“Fallen Soldiers Healing Fields,” in Davenport, lowa, to honor the soldiers killed in Iraq and Afghanistan.

"It is always an honor to represent the American veteran,” said Marcoux. "It feels terrific to again be a part of
the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. Attending this program is like rejoining a large family; every sentiment
known to man is expressed and there are no barriers. Singing and performing are good for the soul, and heal every
fiber of your mind and body."

As a youth, Marcoux began singing in his church choir where he was encouraged to perform solo. Somewhat
shy and introverted as a teenager, his first public appearance opened up a new world for him. He gained popularity,
recognition and support from family and friends. A classically trained singer, he has learned to sing in French, Italian,
German, Spanish, Latin and Russian. In addition to his many live performances, Marcoux also spends quite a bit of
time in the recording studio. Recently, he recorded his first CD entitled, “Tomorrow,” and he is now working on his
second, “Melodies Frangoise” (French songs).

He receives health care service from the VA medical facilities in lowa City, and Bettendorf, lowa.
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