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A Band of Brothers
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In 1998, Charles Marshall, a Vietnam era veteran, had an 
accident that caused a massive head injury. It paralyzed him 
for two years. He began using his artistic ability as a means 
of physical rehabilitation of his legs, arms and hands, and 
as a form of expression that helped him cope with the 
psychological effects of his injuries.

After discharge from the Martinsburg VA Medical Center, 
Marshall joined the Ebenezer Baptist Church, also in 
Martinsburg. In the winter of 2006, the church broke 
ground for a new sanctuary. As part of the renovation 
project, an old walnut tree was being removed and, 
believing that the tree had a story to tell, Marshall asked if 
he could be given the tree’s center. Wanting to strengthen 
his lower back, he then started to carve. “I knew that the 
heart of this tree was going to challenge me, and greatly 
test my faith and ability to put my mind to work,” he said. 
“After deep prayer, I thought about what God had laid in my 
heart. I knew that the title would be, A Band of Brothers.”

After a year of painstaking work, the sculpture was completed. Marshall describes what the faces in his 
project represent. “The praying man depicts that it was only through prayer and hard work that I have come 
this far. Going through life blindly, we need the spirit of God to lead and guide us and that is what the blind 
man represents. The wise man epitomizes that only the word of God can make us wise, and the fi sherman 
shows us that God wants us all to be fi shers of men.”

  
 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION CATEGORY


