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Cleveland Indians Welcome Wheelchair Athletes to 

Yankees Game

Cleveland — The Cleveland Indians will welcome more than 100 wheelchair athletes at this Thursday’s (July 11) Indians-Yankees game.  These athletes are among the more than 500 veterans in town this week competing in the National Veterans Wheelchair Games.  

Before settling in to enjoy the game, these athletes will parade around the field at 6:30 p.m., just prior to the start of the Indians-Yankees contest. The baseball game will then get underway at 7:05 p.m. 

Army veteran Laura Schwanger, 2001 National Veterans Wheelchair Games Spirit of the Games Award Recipient, will throw out the first pitch at 6:45 p.m. Laura’s selection last year in New York as winner of the Spirit of the Games Award is a special accomplishment. The award was created in 1987 to recognize the athlete who most epitomizes the qualities of a champion: athletic excellence, sportsmanship and character.

The wheelchair athletes participating in the 22nd Games are competing in track and field events, swimming, basketball, weightlifting, softball, air guns, quad rugby, 9-ball, bowling, table tennis, archery, a motorized rally, a 5-k road race and wheelchair slalom. Exhibition events this year include trap shooting, hand cycling and a power soccer competition.

Presented by the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), and hosted by the Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center and the PVA Buckeye Chapter, events at the National Veterans Wheelchair Games are taking place at the Cleveland Convention Center and other surrounding venues from July 9-13.  Admission to all events is free.  For more information about the Games, contact the National Veterans Wheelchair Games Media Center at (216) 707-5972, or visit www.wheelchairgames.org 
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