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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2003 National Veterans Wheelchair Games Coming to Long Beach

LONG BEACH, Calif.—April 2, 2003-- More than 500 veterans will compete in the largest annual wheelchair sports event in the world – the 23rd National Veterans Wheelchair Games – in Long Beach, Calif., 

July 5-9, 2003.

The Games, presented by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), are open to all U.S. military veterans who use wheelchairs for sports competition due to spinal cord injuries, certain neurological conditions, amputations, or other mobility impairments.  The VA Long Beach Healthcare System, VA’s Desert Pacific Healthcare Network, and the California Paralyzed Veterans Association are hosting the Games this year.

Wheelchair sports can play an important role in the lives of disabled people and have a lasting importance in their lives.  For many newly injured veterans, this event is their first exposure to wheelchair athletics.

 “We are very proud to have been selected as host of this outstanding national event,” said Long Beach VA Director Ramon J. Reevey, who is also competing in the events this year.  “Long Beach has so much to offer and its accessible location will attract veterans from all across the country.  Our employees are already working hard to make this happen with flair and flourish.”  California PVA Chapter President Ron Amador said, “The California PVA Chapter is working hand-in-hand with the medical center on this event.  The many attractions and great venues of Long Beach make it a perfect location for the Games, which is really a showcase for abilities, not disabilities.”
Prior to the city’s selection as host, national VA and PVA officials visited Long Beach and met with representatives of the Convention and Visitors Bureau, downtown hotels, and various sporting venues.  “The enthusiasm and level of local interest was a major factor in the city’s selection,” said Tom Brown, VA’s National Veterans Wheelchair Games Director.  “Long Beach’s plan touched all the bases,” added Andy Krieger, Acting Director of Sports and Recreation for PVA.  “The event also relies on an active response from national and local business sponsors, and will make use of up to 2,000 volunteers.”

- More -

2003 Wheelchair Games 2/2/2/2
In this year's events, veterans will compete in track and field, swimming, basketball, weightlifting, softball, air guns, quad rugby, 9-ball, bowling, table tennis, archery, hand cycling, a motorized rally, a 5-K road race, and wheelchair slalom.  A power soccer competition will be held as an exhibition event.  

The 23rd National Veterans Wheelchair Games begin July 5 with a Games Kick-off featuring a wheelchair basketball demonstration, as well as the 2003 Disabled Sports, Recreation and Fitness Expo.  The Expo is one of the largest gatherings of suppliers of products and services related to the health, well-being, sports and recreational needs of people with disabilities.  July 8 is designated “Kids Day at the Games,” when local scouts and other youth groups will interact with the wheelchair athletes, watch them compete, and volunteer at the track and field events.

Many of the National Veterans Wheelchair Games events will be held at the Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center, which is also the site for opening and closing ceremonies.  Other event venues include California State University Long Beach, Cal Bowl, Belmont Shore Pool, El Dorado Park, Rainbow Harbour, and the Long Beach VA Medical Center campus. 

###

About VA: The Department of Veterans Affairs is a world leader in rehabilitation, with rehabilitation therapy programs at each of its 163 medical facilities.  VA’s goal is to provide excellence in patient care, veterans' benefits and customer satisfaction. VA employees continue to offer their dedication and commitment to help veterans get the services they have earned.  To learn about VA and programs for veterans, visit VA’s web site at www.va.gov
About PVA:  Founded in 1946, Paralyzed Veterans of America is the only congressionally chartered veterans service organization dedicated solely for the benefit and representation of individuals with spinal cord injury or disease.  PVA is a dynamic, broad-based organization with more than 20,000 members in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  To learn more about PVA, visit its web site at www.pva.org.

Media Inquiries:  

Kim Byers, VA Public Affairs Coordinator, NVWG, (734) 761-7824

Bob Ensinger, PVA Director of Communication, (202) 416-7681

For more information about the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, or to follow events as they happen, visit the Games website at: www.wheelchairgames.org
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