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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  


Contact:

April 27, 2003 





Theresa A. Scott, RNC     

(562) 826-8000 ext. 2378

Volunteers Needed to Assist Wheelchair Athletes 

Long Beach — An estimated 2,000 volunteers will be needed to meet the needs of more than 500 veterans who will be coming to this city in July to participate in the 23rd National Veterans Wheelchair Games.  The largest annual wheelchair sports event in the world will be held in Long Beach July 5-9, 2003.


The Games are a joint effort of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the

 Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), and will be hosted locally by the VA Long Beach Healthcare System, VA’s Desert Pacific Healthcare Network and the California  Paralyzed Veterans of America.  More than 500 wheelchair athletes from across the United States, Puerto Rico and Great Britain will participate in 16 athletic competitions, including track and field events, basketball and quad rugby.  The Games are open to all U.S. military veterans who use wheelchairs due to spinal cord injury, certain neurological conditions, amputations or other mobility impairments.


The Long Beach Convention Center will be the focal point for many of the events, including weightlifting, basketball, quad rugby, wheelchair slalom, table tennis, air guns and billiards, as well as the Opening and Closing Ceremonies.  Other events include track and field, swimming, softball, hand cycling, bowling, archery and a 5K-road race.  Local venues also include California State University Long Beach, Cal Bowl, Belmont Shore Pool, El Dorado Park, Rainbow Harbor and the VA Long Beach Medical Center campus.

- More -

Volunteers Needed for 2003 Wheelchair Games   2/2/2/2
Volunteers are needed for a variety of assignments, from event set-up to meals, transportation, scoring and timing.  All volunteers receive a Games tee shirt and the satisfaction of helping a spinal cord injured veteran achieve a tremendous personal triumph.  Youth volunteers are also welcome, particularly on July 8, designated “Kids Day at the Games.”

To volunteer, contact Diane Goodpaster at (562) 826-5715.  For further information about the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, contact Theresa A. Scott, RNC at (562) 826-8000 ext. 2378.

###

___________________________________________________________

Media Inquiries:

Theresa A. Scott, RNC, Media Relations Chairperson (562) 826-8000, ext. 2378

Estella Murray, Public Affairs Co-chair, (562) 826-5498

      Joe Triplett, Public Affairs Co-chair, (562) 826-8000, ext. 4038 or 4056

For more information about the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, visit the web site at hhtp://www.wheelchairgames.org  
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