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ST. LOUIS SELECTED TO HOST 

NATIONAL VETERANS WHEELCHAIR GAMES IN 2004

U.S. Competition Offers Volunteer and Sponsorship Opportunities

ST. LOUIS – May 20, 2003 – St. Louis, dubbed the Greatest Sports City in America by two national publications, will host one of the most strenuous and spirited athletic competitions in the world next year, when more than 500 disabled athletes from across the United States, Puerto Rico and Great Britain will be here to compete in the 24th National Veterans Wheelchair Games.


Officials at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center announced the St. Louis site selection today.  The event will attract veterans from the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and the Air Force, who will compete June 15-19, 2004, in the largest annual wheelchair sports event in the world.  


Competitive events will be held at the Edward Jones Dome, St. Louis’ Forest Park – home of the 1904 World’s Fair – and other local venues.  The 2004 Games will include stiff competition in 16 different events including track and field, basketball, weightlifting, softball, quad rugby, a motorized wheelchair rally, swimming, handcycling, wheelchair slalom, 9-ball, bowling, table tennis, archery and others.  Trap shooting is an exhibition event.  The public is invited to attend the sports competitions at the Games as well as the Opening and Closing Ceremonies.  Admission is free.


The Games, presented by VA and the Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), are open to all U.S. military veterans who use wheelchairs for sports competition because of spinal cord injuries, certain neurological conditions, amputations or other mobility impairments.  The St. Louis VA Medical Center and the PVA Gateway Chapter will host the Games next year.

· more –
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According to Bruce Nolan, local coordinator for the 2004 Games, the event will require more than 2,500 volunteers from the St. Louis area.  “There are opportunities to volunteer in a number of different activities at the Games, from setting up the venues to meals, transportation and helping the athletes get ready to compete.  We rely on local volunteers to really make this happen,” Nolan said.

The theme for the St. Louis Games – “Gateway to Victory” – plays off St. Louis’ designation as the Gateway to the West.  The theme will honor the athletes’ competitive spirit and recognizes the bicentennial celebration of the Lewis & Clark Expedition in 1804, which began and ended in St. Louis.  “The expedition, which enabled the nation’s westward expansion, required great courage, strength and an iron will to succeed,” said Linda Kurz, Director of the St. Louis VA Medical Center.  “Our veterans exhibit those same qualities at the Wheelchair Games.”

 “Just as the Lewis & Clark Expedition opened new frontiers, wheelchair sports plays a vital role in demonstrating that the human spirit knows no barriers and no boundaries,” said Bob Huskey, President of the PVA Gateway Chapter.  “Many of the veterans who compete in these events were injured in the line of duty, and they simply don’t know the meaning of the phrase ‘I can’t.”  They have that in common with Lewis, Clark and the Corps of Discovery.  They just don’t quit.”

St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay welcomes this event to St. Louis.  “We are thrilled that our City was selected as host for this exciting and patriotic event,” Slay said.  “It is a very fitting addition to our 2004 anniversary celebration.”

In addition to the competitions and the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, the National Veterans Wheelchair Games will also include a variety of other events, such as “Kids Day at the Games,” when local children, including some with disabilities, will interact with the athletes, participate in some sports events, and watch the veterans compete.

Information about sponsorship opportunities for the 2004 National Veterans Wheelchair Games, volunteer registration, and the planned schedule of activities is available by calling (314) 894-6602.  

# # #

About VA: The Department of Veterans Affairs is a world leader in rehabilitation, with rehabilitation therapy programs at each of its 163 medical facilities.  VA’s goal is to provide excellence in patient care, veterans' benefits and customer satisfaction. VA employees continue to offer their dedication and commitment to help veterans get the services they have earned.  To learn about VA and programs for veterans, visit VA’s web site at www.va.gov
About PVA:  Founded in 1946, Paralyzed Veterans of America is the only congressionally chartered veterans service organization dedicated solely for the benefit and representation of individuals with spinal cord injury or disease.  PVA is a dynamic, broad-based organization with more than 20,000 members in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  To learn more about PVA, visit its web site at www.pva.org.
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