Athlete Profile (National)

Andre Shelby - It’s a Date!

Andre Shelby, 41, is very good at remembering dates. For instance,
he remembers June 15, 1985 like it was yesterday; it was the day he enlisted
in the Navy. He also recalls April 10, 2004 and Sept. 11, 2004. The first date
correlates to Shelby’s motorcycle accident that rendered him disabled, and
the latter is the day he retired from the military. Just recently, Shelby added
another important date to his internal calendar: July 25, 2008. That’s when
he’ll be in Omaha, Neb. to compete in this year’'s National Veterans

Wheelchair Games. The event will mark Shelby’s third time competing, and
with several medals under his belt from previous competitions, chances are good he will claim victory by July 29, 2008, when
the event concludes. When he heads back home to Jacksonville, Fla., the following day, he’ll have plenty of new memories
and, hopefully, more gold, silver and bronze medals to represent his hard work.

“Every time | go to the Wheelchair Games, it’s a learning experience,” said Shelby. “The Games give me a chance to
push myself and be the best | can be.”

This year, Shelby will compete in basketball, airguns, weightlifting, nine-ball, and table tennis, for which he earned a
silver medal last year. His enthusiasm for table tennis was brought on by seeing the sport in action on a recent trip to
Colorado for another tournament. In 2005, Shelby took home four medals: a gold for nine-ball and another gold for shot-put;
and two silvers, one each for bowling and airguns.

“I play table tennis here and there, whenever | can, although | don’t play every day,” Shelby said. “Any time you have
a chance to win a medal, it is fun. If you want to go further with the sport, you can. The opportunities are there with
tournaments and other events.”

Shelby, a veteran of Operation Iraqgi Freedom, will compete in the 2008 National Veterans Wheelchair Games as a
Class Il paraplegic. The motorcycle accident that caused his injuries happened while he was on duty. Now, he receives
continuing care at the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital in Tampa, Fla.

“The Games remind me that | am not alone, and | enjoy meeting new people with challenges,” Shelby said. He will
certainly be able to do that at the 2008 National Veterans Wheelchair Games, where he will be joined by more than 500
fellow veterans with disabilities. Each will have July 25-29, 2008 marked as important on their calendars, and they all will be

going for the gold.
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