Athlete Profile

Eric Raley — A Proud Newcomer

Being patriotic toward one’s country and feeling fiercely proud of having served that country are second
nature to most veterans. Sometimes though, the journey along life’s pathway can cause that patriotism to waver —
sometimes only slightly and sometimes so much those strong beliefs can virtually disappear. There are some
individuals, however, who don't let life’s challenges get in their way and still find a reason to carry on. Eric Raley is
one of those people.

Raley is a 25-year-old Air Force veteran who was first stationed in Washington D.C., then overseas in
Japan. He finally made his way back to the states, settling in Semi Valley, California. It was there, in November
2006, that Raley'’s life took a sudden and drastic turn when he was struck by a vehicle as he crossed the road. As
a result of the impact, Raley had multiple life-threatening injuries. Among the most severe were a traumatic brain
injury, collapsed lungs, a ruptured bladder and several broken ribs. His biggest challenge, he says, has just been
realizing how much his life has changed from the one he led before, and how violently and suddenly those
changes happened.

After undergoing years of rehabilitation, Raley has a new lease on life and recently signed up to compete
in the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, taking place in Omaha, Neb., July 25-29. His first time at the
Games, he has been looking forward to the experience, and expects the trip to not only be a great learning
experience but also a good time. “Its veterans teaching veterans with a lot of fun and camaraderie,” he said.

With a vast array of events to choose from, Raley has picked his favorite four and will try his hand at air
guns, power soccer, motorized slalom, and two track events for veterans who use powered wheelchairs. He has
been practicing with extreme determination once a week at the VA medical facility in Denver, where he has been
receiving continuing outpatient care for the past year. In fact, it was his recreation therapist at the Denver medical
center who first suggested the annual rehabilitation program to Raley, and she has also been helping guide him in
his training and preparation.

To help with his ongoing care, Raley’s father and stepmother moved to Aurora, Colo., and both will be
attending the Games in Omaha with him, to provide moral support and help cheer him on from the sidelines.

Although Raley is now discharged from the Air Force, his dedication to his country remains as strong as
the day he was sworn in. He says that he is proud to be, “...part of the best country in the world.” In true patriotic

fashion he adds, “We are still number one — no matter what anybody else thinks!”
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