Athlete Profile (National)

Eugene Tatom — An All-Around Winner!

Eugene Tatom, a 64-year-old Marine Corps veteran from Philadelphia, fought

bravely for his country during the Vietnam War. He was stationed at Paris Island, Camp
Pendleton and Okinawa before he was sent to the front lines of Vietnam. One evening, Tatom volunteered to take
his group out on patrol. Upon their return, he was leading the group when his foot suddenly sank into the ground.
Since there was no moonlight that night, Tatom did not realize he had just stepped on a land mine. The device
exploded, tossing him some 20 yards from where he had stepped.

Despite back and leg injuries, neurological damage and severe arthritis, Tatom will again compete in the
National Veterans Wheelchair Games this year. Taking place in Omaha in July 2008, the event will mark Tatom’s
fourth year competing. He first heard about the event from his physical therapist at the VA medical facility in
Philadelphia, where he receives medical care. In 2006, Tatom returned from the Games in Anchorage, Alaska
with two gold medals — one in swimming and the other in basketball — as well as a newfound interest in Alaska’s
history and wilderness. At the 2007 Games in Milwaukee, he earned another gold plus three silver medals.

As an active member of the “Philadelphia Magee 76ers” wheelchair basketball team, Tatom stays in
shape by being on the court nearly year-round. It is the swimming event for which Tatom more deliberately trains,
trying to get in the water about four times each week.

Before his injury, Tatom was very active and enjoyed fencing, rowing, track, field and football. For 22
years, has also competed in a variety of wheelchair sports, which include swimming, basketball, softball and table
tennis. He recently added slalom to his repertoire, an event he finds both fun and challenging.

Although he has been competitive his whole life, Tatom claims he is trying to “tone it down a bit” and take
more time to relax. This past year, he has focused his efforts on trying to expand and increase membership,
awareness and interest in the Games in his area. “I'm trying to make the Games grow,” he says. “We need to get
more newcomers involved, young and old. Everyone should experience the camaraderie, closeness and great
competition that the Wheelchair Games provide.”

Eugene Tatom has a gold medal outlook on life, saying, “Everyone wants to win, but to me, you don’t win
anything without the support and friendship of your teammates.” Still, it is not just his positive attitude that
consistently puts him in the winner’s circle — his skills on the court, in the pool and on the field have clearly made

him a victor as well.
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