Athlete Profile (National)
Gary Pearson — What a Sport!

When it comes to the National Veterans Wheelchair Games, Seattle’s
Gary Pearson is a man of the past, present and future. Not only is he participating
in the 2008 Games in Omaha, Nebraska, he’s also extensively involved in the
planning of next year’s event, set to take place in his home state of Washington in
the city of Spokane. In 2006, he was involved in a similar capacity for that year’s
competition in Anchorage, Alaska. Planning for each year’s event starts at least

two years prior, and Pearson is currently the key point of contact for the Northwest

Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA). He brings with him nearly 20 of
experience as a Games athlete, in addition to his involvement in overall planning. When he’s not fulfilling his
official duties for the 2009 Games, he’s busy preparing for the current competition.

Vigorous competition is not new to Pearson, a Coast Guard veteran who was injured in an automobile
accident 35 years ago. A quadriplegic, his first encounter with wheelchair competition was at National Wheelchair
Athletic Association events where he won locally, regionally and then, nationally. Soon after, he became involved
with PVA and began his relationship with the National Veterans Wheelchair Games. Pearson, 54, is the immediate
past president of his local PVA chapter and hopes to someday hold a national position in the organization.

“I look forward to coming to the Wheelchair Games each year,” Pearson said. “I get to see old friends and
meet new ones, and I've enjoyed the long lasting relationships that you make at the Games. It's good for the whole
body — physically and mentally. The athletes all have something in common, and being in a chair isn’t the most
obvious factor — they all just love sports. The other commonality is that whether you are newly injured or have been
injured for decades, you're not alone. You don’t stand out. It is a good way to get back into society and back into life.”

Pearson urges all veterans with disabilities to get out there and try new things. This type of commitment
and genuine concern for others were among the reasons why Gary Pearson was selected as the 18" recipient of
the National Veterans Wheelchair Games “Spirit of the Games Award” in 2004. This prestigious award was
created in 1987 to recognize the athlete who most epitomizes the qualities of a true champion — athletic
excellence, sportsmanship and character.

For Gary Pearson, being all he can be and offering the best of himself are just in a day’s work. After all,

he’s felt that way for a long time and holds those ideals close for the future. Now that is a champion!
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